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Nurses Strike in Pittsfield 


Carol MacColl and Iris Young 


Since July 25 the 440 registered nurses 
at the Berkshire Medical Center in Pitts- 
field have been onstrike. Represented by 
the Massachusetts Nurses Association, 
the nurses are demanding a 33% pay 
increase over two years, better health 
benefits, improved pension plan, tuition 
reimbursement for professional deve- 
lopment, no shift rotation after 15 years 
service, and several other demands. The 
nurses have been picketing round the 
clock in a spirit of sisterly militancy, and 
they are determined to stay out until they 
reach a fair settlement. 

Thus far no one in Pittsfield has suf 
fered serious deprivation of health ser- 
vices, but the Berkshire Medical Center 
has been operating at about onethird of 
its normal capacity. Inside the hospital 
the licensed practical nurses are sup- 
porting the strikers by resisting the pres- 
sure to do registered nurses work as 
muchas is possible without endangering 
patients. The LPN’s have complained of 
being asked to work longer hours and 
otherwise compensate for the absense of 
the RN’s by increasing their own work 
The LPN's, represented by Local 285 of 
the Service Employees International 
Union, have written letters to the BMC 
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administration and held solidarity rallies 
and pickets. Support for the striking 
nurses has come from many other RNs 
around the state, including those at 
Cooley Dickinson Hospital in North- 
ampton. 


Strike Breaking Lawyers Hired 

Berkshire Medical Center, headed by 
president Henry Moran, is Pittsfield’s 
third largest employer, with a total of 
1300 people working its wards and 
offices. The nurses are convinced that 
BMC can afford to pay them much more 
than the present base salary of $13,810, 
and have even offered to go through the 
books to show the Board of Governors 
how. 

The BMC directors have shown noth- 
ing but disdain for the nurses and their 
demands, however. The President of the 
Berkshire Life Insurance Company, and 
a member of the BMC board of governors 
wrote a letter to the Berkshire Eagle bad- 
mouthing the nurses, On August 3 BMC 
cut the nurses Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
benefits. Striking nurses now have to pay 
$48.45 monthly, toward which they have 
to divert some of their strike funds. 

MBC has hired the Springfield firm of 
Skoler, Abbot and Hayes to do its nego- 
tions, a firm notorious regionwide for its 
unionbusting tactics. 
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The firm received $150 to $250 per 
hour for its trouble. They make more 
money for each day the strike goes un- 
settled, which hardly makes them un- 
biased negotiators. “The Hospital could 
appreciably increase our salaries just with 
the money they're paying out to the 
negotiators!” points out MNA spokes- 
woman Janet Bierne. 

Skoler, Abbott and Hayes are no no- 
vices to health care workplace disputes. 
They have been involved in union- 
busting campaigns in hospitals in Dan- 
bury, Conn, Providence, RI, Ports- 
mouth, N.H,, Johnson Memorial Hospital 
in Conn. They have also been involved in 
negotiations for several nursing homes, 
including last year’s strike at Amherst 
Nursing Home, which despite their ef 
forts, ended in victory for the workers. 


Community Support 

The BMC strike is the first MNA strike 
in Pittsfield, and the fourth nurses strike 
ever in Massachusetts. The nurses have 
been receiving heartwarming support 
from the community, according to MNA 
spokeswoman Bierne. “The community 
is backing us 299%! People wave to us 
from their cars, talk to us on the line, even 
bring us food. It's been wonderful!” 

Bierne emphasizes that the community 
has a direct stake in the outcome of the 
strike. “The people of Pittsfield have no 


) real choice in an emergency but to go to 


MBC. Their dollars are being used for 
strikebreaking, and yet the hospital has 
no accountability to the community. 
Nurses have already started leaving for 
Boston, and unless BMC gives a fair 
contract, more are sure to leave for better 
salaries and benefits elsewhere, leaving 
Pittsfield without quality health care.” 
And, indeed, in nursing, both in this 
state and nationwide, it’s a seller's market 
According to an editorial of August 14 in 
the Boston Glove, the country needs 
100,000 more registered nurses, and in 
Massachusetts there are 7,000 unfilled 
openings. Four hundred thousand re- 
gistered nurses in this country choose not 


other work offers better pay or respect. 
The average physician gets an annual 
salary of $78,000, while the highest pos- 
sible salary at the Berkshire Medical Cen- 
ter is presently set at $15,600. Conditions 
are somewhat better in Boston, but most 
parts of the state similarly devalue the 
work of this mostly female profession. 
Another MNA strike began on Cape Cod 
on August 9 in which the demands are 
similar to those of the Pittsfield nurses. As 
the economic situation worsens and 
women’s incomes are threatened, nurses 
are increasingly likely to take their de 
mands to the picket line and the 
community. 


Women’s Labor Devalued 
“The real issue is respect and control,” 
says Bierne, “taking hold of our lives.” As 
the Globe editorial supporting the striking 


f Nurses emphasized, nurses are demand- 


ing to be treated as professionals, and to 
receive the pay, recognition and au 
tonomy accorded without hesitation to 
male professionals in maledominated 


} occupations 


I 

The striking nurses in Pittsfield and 
Cape Cod are well aware that the de 
valuation of their work stems from sexist 
bias. “Nursing is often seen as a mother- 
ing, nurturing role which supposedly 
comes naturally to women,” explains 
Bierne, “rather than as a specialized skill 
requiring years of training and high con- 
centration.” 

In fact, on a day to day basis, nurses 
have as much is not more concrete res- 
ponsibility as doctors. Nurses see patients 
more often than doctors, and thus often 
are more aware of changes in their con- 
ditions and needs. Nurses often have 
extraordinary responsibilities in emer- 
gency situations, and must have sophis- 
ticated skills on a routine basis in special 
care units like heart units, surgical units 
and intensive care. 

For more information about the Pitts- 
field nurses strike or to lend your sup- 
port, contact Massachusetts Nursing 
Association Strike Headquarters, 118 
Seymour St, Pittsfield, 14423155. 


Fashion and 
Feminism 


Seta Remembered 


Central America 


Womancraft 
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Women USA Hotline 
8002214945 


Did you know that six states never 
bothered to ratify the Women’s Suffrage 
amendment to the Constitution? Geor- 
gia, Louisiana, Mississippi: North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina and Virginia never 
did. Now, 61 years later, they are among 
the 15 states holding out against ERA. 

What can vou do about it? Phone the 
new Women USA Hotline. This new, 
tollfree service provides a taped message 
of current women’s issues, and informa- 
ation how to help. It operates 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week 

Besides its phone service, Women 
USA Hotline has professional lobbyists 
in Washington, sponsors educational 
for- 
forums, organizes coalitions for wo- 
men’s issues, and acts as a national action 
network Use it support it The tollfree 
number is 8002214945. 


Sojourn Needs Foster 
Advocates 


Sojourn, Inc. a social service agency in 
Northampton for adolescent women 
needs single women to be foster- 
advocates. The young women (13 to 18 
years old) who need advocates are un- 
able to live in their natural homes. For 
many, it is hard to successfully integrate 
into a traditional family for a variety of 
reasons. These women need to live with 
single, working women who can serve as 
role models and teach them independent 
living skil's. 

Sojourn offers complete — foster- 

advocate training, and constant support, 
including a weekly meeting of the foster 
care worker and the fosteradvocate. 
Adoveates should be willing to make at 
least a yearlong commitment, and to give 
interest and support to the young wo- 
man in her school or work program. 
Advocates must live in Hampshire or 
Hampden county, and be able to provide 
a young woman with her own room 
Fosteradvocates are paid on a regular 
basis to cover the costs of providing a 
home. Any woman interested should call 
Judy Fertita at Soujorn, 586-6807. 


Sterling Protesters 
Arrested 


More than 150 union and community 
people sat in at the Sterling Radiator 
Plant in Westfield at 6:00 a.m. on August 
27. They were supporting the 68 workers 
from loca! 430 of the United Auto 
Workers, in their third month ofa strike. 
Women present included clerical work- 
ers from Yale University and day care 
workers from UAW District 65. 

About 60 people, none of them stri- 
kers, were arrested, one third of them 
women. They were charged with dis- 
orderly conduct as they blocked a bus 
which has been taking scabs into the 
plant for more than eight weeks. 

Police reportedly treated the demon- 
strators very roughly, twisting arms, pok- 
ing, jabbing and hurling people onto the 
ground. Not ina particularly chivalrous 
mood, they treated the women as badly 
as they treated the men, especially when 
they resisted. And naturally the women 
had to endure the additional burden of 
sexism. One cop jokingly remarked, as 
we walked with a woman handcuffed to 
either wrist, “Aren't I the lucky one, I've 
got a girl on both arms!” “I'm not a girl,” 
one of the women responded,” and you 
should treat us with some respect!” and 
she slammed on his foot. 

The police piled several older women 
into a car, saying mockingly, “All set, 
ladies. Everything nice and comfy we 
don’t want anyone to get hurt.” 
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Salvadorean in Jail 

A Salvadoran woman serving a jail 
sentence in Corpus Christi, Texas, has 
been accused by El Salvador’s ruling 
junta of being an antigovernment dis- 
sident leader. 

Ana Estela Flores Guevara is serving a 
90day sentence after attempting illegally 
to enter the U.S. from Mexico. She denies 
she is a political leader, and claims to 
have entered the U.S. seeking work to 
support her studies at a Mexican Bible 
College. 

El Salvador authorities, however, 
claim the jailed woman is “Commander 
Norma,” a mysterious figure who al- 
legedly heads up El Salvador’s anti- 
government Democratic National Union 
Party. Commander Norma came to pro- 
minence in El Salvador last year after she 
led a protest march in the capital city. 

A spokesperson for Amnesty Inter- 
national says the human rights organ- 
ization issued an “urgent action’ alert on 
Flores Guevara at the time of her arrest. 
Spokesperson Larry Cox says Amnesty 
has “No reason to doubt she (Flores 
Guevara) is who she says she is.” Cox 
says, however, that anyone who is sus- 
pected of political opposition to the El 
Salvador government is “in danger,” if 
deported back to El Salvador. 

Flores Guevara, meanwhile, is being 
questioned by the FBI, and has reportedly 
failed a lie detector test. Hersay 
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Our Special Thanks to the Everywoman’‘s 


COLLECTIVE: Michaelann, Maureen Carney. Mary 
Kate Hogan, Marcia Black, Kathleen Moran, Iris 
Young. Ellen ctaFleche. Fran Schwartzberg. Toby 
Schermerhorn, Sarah Van Arsdale. Patty McGill. Dale 
aBonte, Jackie Sperry, Cathy COllins. Carey Caccavo, 
Ann Bolger. Carol Schwartz. 


Holyoke Hispanics 


Since January Hispanic neighbor- 
hoods in Holyoke have seen 85 fires, 
which have left more than 600 people 
homeless. For the first time since the 
arsonsuspected fires started, 6 lives 
were lost ina burning building on South 
Bridge Street on August 24. 

On August 27 more than 150 demon- 
strators marched on Holyoke City Hall, 
demanding public arson investigations, 
appointment of Spanishspeaking fire 
fighters, and fines or imprisonment of 
landlords for violations of fire, health 
and building codes, rehabilitation of 
burned buildings still standing for low 
income people, and several other 
demands. 

Hispanics believe attempts are being 
made by the city to move them out of 
Ward 2 to make room for high tech- 
nology industry. 

A collection center has been set up for 
money, canned foods, clothing and fur- 
niture, at the office of Bilingual Colle- 
giate Program in Wilder Hall, University 
of Massachusetts. For more information 
call 5451987 or 5865090. 


House Passes New 
Anti-Abortion Law 


The U.S. House recently passed a 
measure, tacked ontoa Treasury Depart- 
mentPost Office appropriations bill, 
which would prohibit the use of federal 
health insurance for abortion except 
when the mother’s life is in danger. A 
similar provision failed to pass the Sen- 
ate last year, but is more likely to be 
approved by this year’s more conser- 
vative body. A bill prohibiting state 
workers from using their health ins- 
urance for abortion has already been 
passed in Massachusetts. State workers 
are bringing, suit against their health 
insurance restrictions in a case before the 
Massachusetts Commission Against Dis- 
crimination. They may take the case to 
suprior court in the fall.) Massachusetts 
welfare recipients have already won res- 
toration of their statefunded abortions in 
a separate case. But the recent Supreme 
Court decision that state and federal 
governments can legally refuse to fund 
abortion could make enforcement of the 
state decision very difficult 

Guardian 


Sept. 7 
Advertising Meeting 


Sept. 8 
Editorial/ Collective 
Meeting 


Center. 


Sept. 22 
Potluck/Open House 5-7 p.m. 
Editorial Meeting 
Article Deadline 


DISTRIBUTION TASK GROUP: Joyce Morrison. 
Sarah Darling. Dona Brown. Jean Anti, Kim Kramer. 
Dorothy. Michelle DeLisio. Eva Groivac. Robin. ceslie, 
Iris. Satch. Michaelann. Kathieen, Joyce. Evelyn. 
Amy Edelstein. Linda Rosenman. 


The Valley Women's Voice can be reach- 
ed by mail: Box 392, Northampton, Ma. 
01060. 


Sept. 20 


Calendar/ Announcements Due 
PRODUCTION: Coordinator Fooy. Mary Kate. Fran, 


Dale, Jackie, Kathieen. Susanae. Michaelann, Varey 


Dept. 28 
Advertising Deadline 


CALENDAR: All calendar and announce- 
ment listings are free. 


ADVERTISING: Coordinator: Patty McGill. Kathleen, 
Sarah. Barbara. Mary. Kathy Daniels. 


Sept. 29 
Advertising Meeting 6 p.m. 
Editorial Meeting 7 p.m. 
Graphics/Photo Deadline 


PHOTOGRAPHY: Coordinator Cathy Coiits. Kathy 
Kirk Barbara Lockheart. 


Sept. 30 -- Oct, 2 
Advertising Production 


SUBMISSIONS: Try to keep articles un- 
der five pages, double-spaced, please! We 
can't guarantee we will print all submis- 
sions; this decision is collectively made. 
Submissions accompanied by a SASE will 
be returned within three months. Due to 
space limitations, we sometimes have to 
postpone publication of articles. All major 
editorial changes are made in conjunction 
with the author. 


GRAPHICS: Coordinator Carey. Fopy. Tory Hughes, 
Nina Slamowitz, Kathleen. 
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EDITORIAL: Michaelann, Kathleen. Dale, Jackie, Editorial Production 
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The Oklahoma State House of Re 
presentatives has voted that gay men may 
be punished by castration. The bill has 
been sent to the Oklahoma State Senate 
for its vote, It proposes that men con- 
victed of sexual offenses, including 
homosexual acts, may choose “asexuali- 
zation,” or “removal of the male testicles” 
in return for a reduced prison sentence. 

Present Oklahoma law punishes 
homosexual acts with a prison sentence 
“not to exceed !0 years.” Under the 
proposed law, men who refused castra- 
tion would not be eligible for parole. 

Oklahoma is running backwards to 
catch up with a law passed in Virginia in 
1779, It stated that men guilty of “rape, 
polygamy, or sodomy with man or wo- 
man” would be castrated. Women guilty 
of the same were punished by having a 
halfinch hole cut in the cartilage of the 
nose. Before the penalty had been death. 
Thomas Jefferson sponsored the new 
liberalized law, now part of U.S. legal 
history. 

By the varly part of this century, homo- 

sexual acts were punished by the use of 
laws that applied to the general pop- 
ulation more than by laws against homo- 
sexuality itselé. It was common for police 
to raid bars where lesbians and gays 
congregated. After a decade of relief from 
this practice, police raided a gay bar in 
Boston this summer and arrested 30 
people. Laws against loitering or being a 
public nuisance may be used in such 
incidents, with names of the arrested ap- 
pearing in local papers, or being reported 
to employers. 

Recently a trend to use assault laws 
against homosexual acts has begun. In 
1978, Kenneth Appleby was prosecuted 
in Hampden County and sent to Walpole 
State Prison. Appleby identified himself 
as a member of “Leather Fraternity.” 
Because it is impossible, legally, to con- 
sent to assault, and assault is a felony, the 
state can press charges even if the people 
involved are willing lovers. And because 
lesbians and pays may not marry, part- 
ners can be required to testify against one 
another, though they did not bring the 
charges. ; 

This year the Congress of the Unite 

States passed a bill which forbids the 
Legal Services Corporation taking any 
case involving homosexuality, which 
would in any way support lesbians and 
gays or advance their rights. A bill is 
proposed which would cut funds from 
government sources to any group sup- 
portive of lesbians and gays, and which 
would deny employment, particularly to 
teachers, who see homosexuality as a 
valid, alternative lifestyle. It is also pro- 
posed that Congress go on record as 
finding lesbians and gays morally re 
pugnant, by a standing vote. 
Jackie Sperry 


Lantern Court 
Organizes 


Residents of Lantern Court Apartment 
Complex in Sunderland have formed a 
tenant's association, An agreement has 
been signed by tenants representing 
more than 5050 of the occupied apart- 
ments. The primary goal of the asso- 
ciation is to fight a Proposed change in 
rental policy which would result in an 
increase of almost 30% in rent and utilit 
rates. The tenants believe the increase a4 
not justified in light of prese 
conditions within the complex, 

The association hope 
new rental policy with 
Lantern Court. Meanwh 
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attempting to improve living conditions. 
A survey conducted by the tenants’ asso- 
ciation revealed that none of the apart- 
ments within the complex are properly 
Wweatherized. Residents feel that these 
conditions would lead to enormous uti- 
lity bills, unless substantial work is done 
to make all apartments energy efficient. 
The survey also indicated that the gen- 
eral level of maintenance within the 
complex was unsatisfactory. Building 
and health inspections by local officials 
have certified the existence of a large 
number of code violations within the 
complex. 
Many Lantern Court residents display 
signs in the windows of their apartments, 
indicating their dissatisfaction with the 
proposed rental policy and their support 
of the tenants’ association. Residents of 
other area apartment complexes have 
expressed interest in activities at Lantern 
Court, and the association hopes to gain 
local community support. A meeting has 
been arranged between the association 
and the owners (Pollution Control In- 
dustries of New jersey). 
What's Left (formerly the 
No Name Newsletter) 


Cross Burns in 
Westfield 


In the predawn hours on a recent 
Sunday morning, the Westfield Fire De- 
partment trucks arrived at North Middle 
School in response to a box alarm. Two 
wooden, gauze wrapped crosses were 
smoldering against the school's concrete 
stairway. Ku Klux Klan leaflets were 
found scattered nearby. These gave an 
address for a state KKK office in Wo- 
burn, and listed KKK goals, including 
cooperating with law enforcement of 
ficials to expose the plans of black mili- 
tants and other “liberals,” and the eli- 
mination of racial busing and all other 
integration plans. 

A Westfield policeman said this is the 
first KKK incident in Westfield during 
his 20 years on the force. While he does 
not think there is a chapter in the area, he 
is aware of a Klan presence in greater 
Springfield. He feels the cross burning 
represents a protest by a member to 
local KKK leadership. About 100 blacks 
and 4,000 Hispanics live in Westfield, 
none of whom were singled out by a 
similar incident of organized racism. 


Democrats Seek to Cut 
Women Delegates 


The former chair of the National 
Women’s Political Caucus is charging 
that Democrats are attempting to limit 
women’s representation at party con- 
ventions. 

Attorney Iris Mitgang, who is the 
former chair of the bipartisan women’s 
organization, was herself a key figure in 
the party rules fight which led to women 
having 50 percent of the delegate seats at 
1980 Democratic national convention. 

Now, Mitgang says, a move is afoot 
which would limit the numbers of wo- 
men represented at future conventions. 
Democratic Party Chair Charles Manatt 
has formed a committee to study the 
delegate nominating system. The chair 
of that new committee, North Carolina 


Mitgang charges that, under the Hunt 
formula, women like minorities willbe 
treated as “special interests which weak- 
en the party.” Says Mitgang “We as 
women don't consider ourselves special 
interests.” She adds, “We are the only 
natural majority constituent in the elec- 
torate.” 


Mitgang suggests that Democrats are 
attempting to join the Republicans in 
excluding women from power in what 
she terms a mistaken belief that women 
“have nowhere else to go.” 


Mitgang says it is hard to predict if the 
move to squeeze out the women dele 
gates will be successful, but she adds that 
she believes the Democrats would be 
wise to take note that the Equal Rights 
Amendment and legal abortion are 
“heavily majority issues.” 

Hersay 


Girls Make Suds in 
Soapbox Derbies 


“Tlike to beat, boys or girls, I just like to 
beat.” So said one young winner at a 
soapbox derby. Female drivers were 
once barred from competing in the All- 
American Soapbox Derby. They now 
make up half of the entrants who com- 
pete in the 115 local races around the 
country. 


According to the Los Angeles Tints, the 
girls did disproportionately well’. They 
took the first four spots in the junior 
division, for drivers under 12. They also 
took second and fourth place wins in the 
senior division. 


Disabled Lesbians 
Hold Conference 


A conference on Disability and Les- 
bianism took place August 17, 18 and 19 
in Hisperia, Michigan, following the 
Michigan Womyn's Music Festival There 
were workshops for Disabled Lesbians, 
Temporarily-Able Lesbians, and all les- 
bians. The focus was to “define and 
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Governor James Hunt, reportedly has || 


said he wants all governors and all 


Conrgessmembers to have delegate seats | 
at the 1984 national convention. Mitgang } 


says Hunt's proposal means that wo- 


men’s influence at the convention willbe | 


curtailed, because elected male officials 
will be taking up many seats which 
would have otherwise gone to female 
delegates. 
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Iigrid Askew in This Brooding Sky.” performed by 
Women’s Community Theatre, Phote ing Kathu Kirk 
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understand our individual ableism, and 
how our attitudes toward different dis- 
abilities are oppressive.” Shelter, health 
services, transportation for severly dis- 
abled lesbians and some sponsorships 
were provided. The con- 
ference itself was free. Women interested 
in more information may write Arachne, 
RD. 1, Box 98, Monticello, NY 12701. 


People’s Anti-War 
Mobilization 


On August 6, a general meeting of 
groups and individuals was called by the 
local Chapter of People’s AntiWar Mo- 
bilization (PAM) at El Gallo in Northam- 
pton. PAM, a national coalition of pro- 
gressive groups, got its start organizing 
the May 3 march that brought more than 
100,000 people to the Pentagon. More 
than 100 organizations are presently en- 
dorsers of PAM nationally, including the 
National Tenants Union, Committee in 
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, 
Hope Nation, Black United Front, anum- 
ber of union locals, and many more. 

One of the unique things about PAM 
as a national coalition is the strength of its 
upfront lesbian and gay presence. 
Among the several subformations in 
PAM isa Lesbian and Gay Focus, which 
is presently concentrating its attention 
on the Family Protection Act. Lesbian 
and Gay endorsers of PAM include 
Dykes Against Racism Everywhere, 
Black and White Men Together, Atlanta 
Lesbian Feminist Alliance, Gay Academ- 
ic Union, and several others. In Massa- 
chusetts the North Shore Lesbian and 
Gay Alliance, and Boston Lesbians and 
Gay Men Against the Right have en- 
dorsed PAM. A women’s focus also ex- 
ists in PAM, and participating women’s 
groups include Feminist Women’s 
Health Centers, Wisconsin Task Force 
on Battered Women, and the Cambridge 
Womer’s Center. 

PAM'’s current activities involve plan- 
ning for an AltPeople’s Congress, to be 
held in Detroit, October 16-18. Hundreds 
of representatives of diverse groups and 
constituencies will meet to draw up a 
“people's platform,” articulating what 
programs should be implemented to 
support the interests of working, op- 
pressed and poor people. The Congress 
will also plan for a National Day of 
Resistance to be held some time in No- 
vember. On that day, events protesting 
Reagan policies will be held in dozens of 
cities around the country, as well as in 
Washington. PAM has put priority on 
fundraising to help pay for trips to 
Detroit for people who cannot afford to 
pay their way. 

Locally, since the August meeting a 
number of groups and individuals have 
indicated interest in working to send 
local people to the AllPeople’s Congress, 
and have formed a local Coalition for a 
People’s Congress. Groups with official 
or unofficial representatives in the coal- 
ition include Irish Solidarity Committee, 
AFLCIO local 1459, Northampton Com- 
mittee on El Salvador, ISIS, Casa Latina, 
and others. PAM nationally, as well as 
the local coalition, is supporting the 
Labor Solidarity Day scheduled in Wash- 
ington for September 19. Local ‘fund- 
raising is planned to help send people te 
the AllPeople’s Congress. 

The Coalition for a People’s Congress 
will hold a working meeting on Sep- 


|} tember 10, at a time and place to be 
} announced. All those interested in par- 


ticipating in these activities are encou- 
raged to attend. For more information, 
contact Abbey, at 5496414. 
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Lesbian Healt are 


Women from {sis reproductive rights 
group conducted a workshop on Lesbian 
Health Issues at the Common Womon in 
Northampton on Aug. 17. The discus- 
sion focused on special health care needs 
of lesbians, lack of information concern- 
ing lesbian health matters, and problems 
with access to medical records for lesbian 
partners. 

Several women came for referrals to 
local doctors, but it turned out that every- 
one in the room shared their frustration. 
There are few women gynecologists in 
the area, there is no lesbian only clinic 
time, and ail the physicians have various 
prejudices. Women’s remarks about ex- 
perience with local doctors are listed at 
Everywoman’s Center but recommenda- 
tions are outweighed by negative re- 
marks. The only option lesbians have is 
to shop around until they find an accep- 
table physician. ; 

Women complained that appeasing 
the heterosexual assumptions of workers 
in clinics and private offices takes its toll 
on lesbians’ mental and physical health 
Women will often put off checkups be- 
cause of the compromising situations 
they may face. At the Family Planning 

Clinic, the pelvic examination and PAP 
test comes with the price tag of scrutiny 
about the form of contraception a client 
uses and a rap about VD. A doctor's 
advice to abstain from sexual activity 
assumes heterosexual intercourse, and 
may be totally inappropriate for lesbians. 
Yet “coming out’ to an MD in order to 
clarify vague instructions brings the risk 
of voyeuristic questioning or attributing 
physical complaints to psychological 


problems. 
Lesbians reported problems with shar- 


ing partners’ records and test reports. 
One couple sometimes avoided the issue 
by passing as sisters, another couple 
simply stated “she’s with me” and each 
refused examination or treatment with- 
out the other's presence. Legal agree- 
ments may be one way for lesbians 
caught in the dilemma between having 
to lie about their relationship or risk 
coming out. Power of Attorney and no- 
tarized contracts may provide some legal 
weight for couples desiring to share 
confidential information, but they may 
not stand up to a court challenge, one 
woman commented. Formats for prepar- 
ing such legal documents can be found in 
The Living Together Book, by Kas Schwon 
and others, and in A Legal Guide for 
Lesbian and Gay Couples, by Hayden 
Curry and Denis Clifford. 

Several women at the workshop ex- 
pressed interest in lesbian motherhood. 
Here again, adoption procedures are 
controlled by people with heterosexist 
values. Adoption agencies in some areas 
are accepting applications of woman- 
only households, but there was specu- 


lation that children considere 
placementsare the less“socially desired” 
children, another irony. The Massa- 
chusetts Adoption Resource Exchange 
was suggested for women interested in 
adoption. 
Many women were interested in or 
knew of experiments with home insem- 
ination, using gay male friends as sperm 
donors. Issues of how to avoid problems 
with paternity suits, how to find an 


acceptable donor, techniques for trans- 
ferring sperm and timing for desiredsex 
fertilization were discussed. There are no 
local artificial insemination services, and 
the only womancontrolled referrals to 
sperm banks may be available through 
Feminist Clinics in Boston, Concord, 
N.H,, and Burlington, Vt. Women from 
ISIS volunteered to do followup work on 
these issues, and perhaps help to pro- 
mote a lesbian mother support system. 
ISIS members cited a lack of general 
health information about lesbians, and 
noted that much of what is known is 
surmised by reading between the lines of 
medical reporting. Lesbians seem less 
likely to experience cervical cancer, but 
share a greater risk of breast cancer. They 
experience less venereal disease, but are 
susceptible to herpes a very contagious 
disease for which there is presently no 
cure. Lesbian Health Matters! by the San 
Diego Feminist Health Center was cited 
as a resource for information on health 
care, pregnancy, and legal issues. Areas 
suggested for future work were network- 
ing, advertising the need for a lesbian 
physician, lesbian health advocacy with 
Valley Health Plan and Cooley Dickin- 
son Hospital, and lobbying for a lesbian 
clinic time. Dale LaBonte 
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Jack Gregorio, head of Taxpaying 
Parents Against Kiddie Smut, was ar- 
rested recently in Tampa, Florida. He 
was charged with a lewd and lascivious 
act against an 8yearold girl, and with 
sexual battery against a minor boy. His 
group had been battling sex education 
books in the children’s rooms of public 
libraries, to “protect the children.” 
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Contraceptive Sponges 


Women of the future may find them- 
selves using sponges soaked in sperm- 
icide to prevent unwanted pregnancies. 


New Scientist! magazine reports that 
researchers at North Carolina's Inter- 
national Fertility Research Program have 
found that sponges worn in the vagina 
during sexual intercourse could prove an 
effective method of birth control. 


The sponges, which are being tested 
by the program’s centers around the 
world, are so far 94 percent effective in 
preventing pregnancy. 


There are some drawbacks, however. 
Some women, the researchers believe, 
are getting pregnant because they are not 
familiar with the use of internal methods 
of birth control. In one country where the 
sponges were tested, a woman who had 
not been properly instructed in their use 
reportedly spent hours scrubbing the 
soapy spermicide out of the sponges, in 
the belief that the devices were not clean. 


American women may soon get a 
chance to try out the sponges for them- 
selves. Vorhauer Laboratories in Cali- 
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ormia is gearing up to market the de- 
vices, under the trade name of “Secure.” 


A birth control method with possible 
LOyear staying power is also in the works 
for the chemically inclined. The Pop- 
ulation Council reports that the method 
involves implanting six chemicalfilled 
rods into women’s arms. The rods are 
roughly as thick as a kitchen match and 
measure about oneandonequarter inch 
in length. The steroid Levonargestrel 
seeps through the walls of the capped, 
rubberlike rods and into the woman’s 
body. 


The new method is being tested in 
Brazil, Chile, Jamaica, the Dominican 
Republic, Denmark and Finland. 

Proponents point out that the tests 
have revealed a much lower dropout rate 
slightly under 16 percent than results 
from other hormonal contraceptive use. 

Hersay 


Gains for Midwives 


A study supporting midwifery shows 
that nurse midwives deliver babies at a 
mortality rate much lower than phy- 
sician-aided deliveries. The study was 
published in the July issue of The Amer- 
ican Journal of Obstetrics and Gyneco- 


logy. 


It found that midwives deliver babies 
ata mortality rate of nine per 1,000 births, 
compared to doctors, at 16.9 mortalities 
per 1,000 births. The study also found no 
more complications at midwife-assisted 
births, and birth weights equal to doctor- 
aided deliveries. 


The study recommended that mid- 
wives be backed up by physicians in their 
work It was conducted by Rosemary 
Mann, head of The Alternative Birth 
Center at San Francisco General Hospi- 
tal. She spent four years doing her study. 


The Alternative Birth Center was set 
up to offer a more homelike atmosphere 
for births. [t tries to accommodate the 
entire family rather than just the expec- 
tant mother. Another goal is to keep 
technology from intruding on the birth- 
ing process. 


in New Jersey, at the Childbirth Cen- 
ter in Englewood, midwives can get 
payment from Blue Cross of New Jersey. 
Approved by the State Department of 
health as a pilot project, Blue Cross 
provides this benefit to members en- 
rolled in a group health insurance plan, 
at no extra cost. 


Deliveries take place in birthing 
rooms. All care is coordinated by a team 
of certified nursemidwives and pedia- 
tric nurse practitioners. It is considered 
an ettective, costsaving alternative to in- 
patient hospital care. 


ackie Sperry 
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___ EDITORIAL 


by Iris Young 


Feminist unity is not always easy to 
maintain because there are so many 
differences of interest and experience 
with the potential to divide us. When 
Jessie Helms makes us all look crazy and 


isolated, the pressure is even greater for 


us to separate ourselves from the inter- 
ests of some women, either in order to 
legitimize ourselves or simply to avoid 
diffusion of our commitment. 

So when times get rough and the 
women’s movement does not seem to be 
moving, some women’s groups can be 
tempted to help their image by playing 
down their lesbian presence, Or some 
lesbians can be tempted to regard issues 
of contraception, abortion and steriliz- 
ation abuse as not of concern to them. 
Or those of usin all women’s groups can 
be tempted not to support the efforts of 
women in mixed anti-militarist groups, 
anti-draft groups, Irish or Latin Americ- 
an solidarity groups, to fight sexism in 
their organizations or bring these issues 
to the women’s community. 

Just at the time when the potential! for 
division among radical women is most 
enormous, such division most assures 
that none of us will survive. There are 
powerful men inthis country who in one 
sweep would make outlaws of lesbians 
and gays, teenagers who have sex with 
anyone, people of color, unmarried 
women, mothers who work, pregnant 
women, and poor people, not to mention 
union organizers and draft resisters. If 
they can so easily see the interests of 
such a melange of people as common, 
we can do no less. 

At VWY we are committed to report- 


cia 


ing a diversity of interests and perspect- 
ives and showing the connection among 
them for all women. We think feminist 
unity does not come from suppressing 
the differences among women or pre- 
tending they don't exist 

Our Lesbian Page is a forum for les- 

bian writers we hope will be read by all 
our readers. We follow with determin- 
ation threats to reproductive rights, 
childcare, welfare rights and celebrate 
our victories when they happen. We try 
to cover the issues of working women, 
rural women, Black and Hispanic wo- 
men, women in the Third World. We 
want to promote women’s culture in 
graphics, reviews, poems and features, 

We are also committed to covering 
things that are not specifically “women’s 
issues”. For us feminism is a way of 
looking at the whole world, not just at 
what masculinist classification designates 
as belonging to women. We think we 
need feminist analysis of things like the 
neutron bomb, the export of capital to 
the Phillipines, or burnings in Holyoke, 
and we hope to increase our attention to 
issues like these. 

We have no illusion that we present 
ali this diversity with the depth and 
consistency we should. We count on our 
readers to tell us when we have missed 
something or have gone wrong in our 
analysis. We depend on you both to 
criticize and give support to us and each 
other in our pages. We need your 
contributions in prose, verse or line 
drawing to best insure our diversity. 


Apologies to Michaelann for rearranging the 
order of her paragraphs in [ast month's 


editorial. 
v2 


Dear VWV, 


Thank you for printing the herstory 
and present situation of the New Alex- 
andria Lesbian Library in your August 
issue. There were a few changes the 
VWV editors made in the copy I original- 
ly wrote that made a difference in the 
meaning of what I wanted to say and 
how I wanted to say it. 

The headline you added was interest- 
ing to me: “Lesbian Library Finds Home”. 
Indeed, I'd like to see NALL permanently 
settled here in Northampton, but that 
settling is a good deal of the work ahead 
that remains to be done. Having the 
collection set up as it is now in my 
apartment is a temporary place, I hope-- 
a space for the materials to be worked 
on, better organized, and made accessible 
once again. I am willing to organize the 
work itself and coordinate work support. 
However, I'm looking to the North- 
ampton community to find a more ac 
cessible, more Lesbian-public and larger, 
autonomous space for the collection 
eventually. 1 view NALL as a Lesbian 

community archives, for and part of us 
all, and hope to see a more accessible 
space found and supported financially. 
if any Lesbian’Lesbians wants to help 
with finding, or supporting financially, a 
more permanent “home” in this area for 
NALL (storefront, Lesbian center!, Les- 
bian-owned space, etc)- 1 would love to 
meet with her/them. Goddess knows 
— needs more than just my personal 
ane ‘ aes one of the subheads you 
My as body copy had read“ HELP!’ 
article hoe Was misspelled on the 

“Betty” to a gl my name from 

Perhaps you ch BS ae soe 

nature I sent : oe the name/sig- 

Shenae. i: ack to its old form out 

y? Atany rate, creating and 


using a name/words for myself that are 


meaningful to me is important, and Bet 
* Birdfish is the way that is now. 


What troubled me most about the way 
the article was printed was an editorial 
change you made in a phrase | used at 
least twice: | had written “I andthe lover’ 
in two of my sentences and you 
changed it to read “my lover and I”. 
That's a big difference in meaning, for 
the sake of editing sentences back into 
the conventional, “proper’ English 
language form that dictates we refer to 
the one we love with the possessive 
“my” and always put ourself last in a 
_sentence where we also talk about others. 
What I really meant was to put “I” first in 
that phrase (as I strive to keep myselfthe 
priority in any relationship or situation) 
and I also consciously intended to refer 
to the womin [ lived withas“ the lover’. I 
have stopped saying “my lover’, which 
implies to me oppressive possessive- 
ness, some time ago. So please note that 
the meaning I wanted to convey in those 
sentences was “I and the lover’. lama 


writer by art and by profession; the way . 


my words appear is very important to 
me. Id like to ask VWV editors to be 
careful in their editing of copy sent them 
and to respect non-traditional language 
usages when Lesbians write for VWV. - 
Perhaps a knowledgeable proofreader/ 
editor would be helpful to you here. 
A typographical error made toward 
the end of the article, in the third para- 
graph under the heading “Care for 
NALL”, changed my meaning !n the 
ce inasomewhat humorous way. 
The word “tomes” in the sentence ‘In 
her deepest meaning, NALL is a ey 
you can choose for your Lesbian’sell, 
regardless of how tomes are in pat- 
riarchy.”. .should have read le : 
Because the topic of the article ie 
Lesbian books, the error was as ae 
me. Lesbians know that patriarcha 
“tomes” are boring and phy SOITY 
ut ] really meant 0 . 
fe Tee eae as I wrote in the 


senten 


Women Runners 


International Olympics. 


article I sent you, checks for NALL 
should best be made out to “New Alex- 


Lesbian Library” as you printed. “New 
Alexandria Library’ is what appears on 
NALL’s bank account. 

Thanks again for giving space to news 
about NALL And I'm glad to notice 
Lesbian news in the August VWY spill- 
ing way over the Lesbian Page. 

Good energy, 
‘ Bet Birdfish 


Dear VWV, 


We are a group of women opposed to 
the current wave of media violence, 
particularly that against women and 
children. We have come together to 
learn about this violence, and to discuss 
its meaning to us as individuals, and as 
family and community members. While 
we come from many different back- 
grounds, we are drawn together by our 
belief in the sanctity of human life and 


? health. 


From advertisements to horror films 
to pornorgraphy, the medid increasingly 
show women and children as targets for 
sexual exploitation and male violence. 
Pronography in the U.S. has grown into 
a $4.5 billion industry, bigger than the 
record and film industries combined. It 
is not just the hobby of a few” frustrated” 
men. It is a mainstay of American 
culture. 

In real life, women struggle daily for 
dignity, safety, love, health and survival. 
Meanwhile, a huge industry spreads the 
word that what we really want is humil- 
iation, danger, hatred, pain and violence. 
We want these lies to stop, and for our 
real needs and wishes to be recognized. 

Every day, our children see media 
images-- Penthouse covers in the super- 
market, television ads for Friday the 13th- 
- that confuse and frighten them. We do 
not want our daughters to grow up 
afraid, or our sons to grow up believing 
that manhood means imposing their will 
on others, but this is what the media is 
teaching them. We want our children to 
understand that their sexuality belongs 
to them, to express when they feel 
comfortable, and is not something to be 
demanded or used by others. We will 
not sit idly by while the healthy erotic- 
ism of another generation becomes 
hopelessly tainted with violence. 

The time has come to ask some diffi- 
cult questions. Why do so many men 
find images of the violation of women 
and children entertaining? What does it 
mean to have these images so popular 
when rape, battering, child sexual abuse, 
sexual harassment on the job and med- 
ical violence are epidemic? How can we 
change the values of our society so that 
violence, in media and in real life, is no 
longer acceptable? 

Women’s Forum Against Media Viol- 
ence invites all women to join us in 
examining these issues. We believe that 
through thought and action, women in 
every community can help change the 
mass media, which currently reflect and 
encourage the worst rather than the best 
of human nature. 

Julie, 253-5700 
Elizabeth, 586-8127, 


PD 


Nancy Conz of Easthampton won the Fourth Aunual Avon International Women's 
Marathon on August 23 in Ottawa, Canada. Nancy finished the 26 mile, 385 yard run in two 
hours, 35 minutes, 44 seconds. This time was not, however, a personal record for Conz In 
April she ran the Buston Marathon in 2:34:48, finishing seventh among women runners. 

Ovcr 600 womten ran in Ottawa, representing 24 countries. At least seven local women ran 
inthe race, including Kathy Tooker who came inat2:56:16. Linda Adams came in at 3:06:30, 
not her best time. The heat affected many wonten, Rita Doherty set a personal record at 
3:16:08. fine Collmer came in at 3:20:57; Martha Godchaux at 3:54:06. Julia LaFenier and 
Sue Tyler both ran their first marathon, finishing at 4:42:09:50and 4:42:09: 20, respectively. 
— The oldest woman to compete in and finish the Ottawa race was 80 year old Ruth Rothfarb, 
who reportedly danced all ight at the after-marathon party. 

Says Nancy Conz, ‘Women’s marathons are still fairly new. The (finish) times are coming 
down really fast.” In 1984, there will be a woman's marathon for the first time coer at the 


andria Library” not to“New Alexandria. 
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Dear Women of the Valley, 


The National Coalition of Battered 
Women’s Shelters has named October 
{7, 198l a day of unity for battered 
women’s shelters. On this day, women 
all over the country will demonstrate 
their support for battered women’s shel- 
ters and for the women who create and 
maintain these shelters. This demon- 
stration will also call attention to the 
outrageous level of violence against 
women in this society. The enormity of 
statistics concerning violence against 
women hammers home to us the com- 
monpliace reality of violence in all our 
daily lives. 

In conjunction with this national day 
of unity, a group of us in the area, 
including women from the Westfield 
Women’s Forum and women directly 
involved in working to end violence 
against women, are organizing a dem- 
onstration and a benefit concert in order 
to: 

a. demonstrate support for the shel- 
ter systems 

b. celebrate the rescues of women 
from violent & life threatening situations 

c. support the energy and the dedic- 
ation of women who have created and 
run the battered women’s shelters 

d. raise public consciousness about 
the existence of such shelters and the 
need to support them both financially 
and otherwise 

e. demonstrate our unity and the 
bonding that takes place as women 
come together. 


We hope that women all over the 
country will come out in the streets on 
this day and demonstrate publicly their 
right to live free from violence and from 
the fear of violence. 

We are all battered, mentally, physic- 
ally, and socially. We experience con- 
stant degradation and woman-hating 
which is transmitted to us through the 
images and messages in the media and 
in “entertainment.” Society has demon- 
strated its contempt for women through 
its acceptance of pornography, through 
the devaluation of our work and our 
lives, threough the failure of criminal 
justice institutuions to adequately pro- 
tect us from rape, and the unwillingness 
of the courts and the police to protect us 


in general from beatings and abuse in 


our own homes. 

Our presence in lafge numbers will 
demonstrate to the community opur 
support and committment to each other 
in this struggle. We ask you to BE 
THERE, to stand with us, to shout with 
us, and to sing with us. Until then, we 
welcome anyone who wishes to join us 
to help organize and to plan for this day 
of unity. 

Also, we are looking fora flatbed truck 
to use as a platform, and for any dona- 


‘tions to help defray the cost of postage, 


etc. 

Thank you from the October 17 
Committee, 
f 
533-5895 
532-1705 
568-0966 


Jean Grossholz, 
: Meg Garvey, 
Maggie Wynne & Janice, lotty, 


__, ented 
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A wide selection af waolens, 
velaurs, terry velours, chamais, 
and cottons. 


Gorgeous Tahki & Candide yarns 


SWISS BERNINA 


BLOOMERS 


soft luxurious velour sweatpants 


with a pocket! 
navy, forest green, purple and burgundy 
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slightly higher custom made 
specializing in sizes for large women 


Call Marguerite Sheehan 268-3142 
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knitting patterns and barnat needles. 


The finest sewing machine in the warid-- 


Northampton'’s Textile & Notion Center, 110 King Street (The Yellow House) 


This article is the beginning of a twopart 
interview, series with local couterter Biss 
Allison. Bess Allison's professional resume 
lists the following jobs during her 10 pets i 
the valley: dressmaker, store owner, women's 
sports wear manufacturer, contract des 
operator, contract shop manager, ie nite 
designer, & most recently, pattern maker 4 B 
large children's clothing factory. At home, she 
is the single mother of a fouryearold son. 


K. Let's start at the beginning~ do you 
think that an instinct for fashion is natural 
or nurtured? 
B. I think that what is natural to most 
human beings is a desire for beauty. I 
think an instinct for fashion is something 
quite different, definitely conditioned or 
learned—so not an instinct at all, really! 
Fashion as changing trends~—that whole 
concept-is very much a social thing. 
Another term that would be useful in this 
discussion is style I'd put style in be- 
tween beauty and fashion. | guess I would 
say that beauty is a real value, style is an 
enjoyable characteristic, and fashion is 
less important than either beauty or style. 
I do think that the urge for change, 
including change in taste, is a natural 
thing-a chipmunk may get tired of the 
same old acorn and a person may choose 
to wear a different kind of shirt this year. 
But instinct for fashion trendiness- a need 
to be always in the avant garde no, Idon’t 
think that is natural. 
K. Can you make economic and class 
distinctions between fashion and style? 
B. If we're talking about the fashion in- 
dustry, that is definitely the plaything of 
the wealthy and the idle. I have a lot of 
trouble with fashion for that reason, but 
I'm very attracted to style. At the heart of 
my love/hate relationship with fashion is 
the ugly and unavoidable reality of the 
_ fact that it is available only in the most 
watered down, lowest common deno- 
minator to the poor. In its most ex- 
pensive, perfectly manufactured first 
edition, a piece of clothing is sometimes 
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Glassware(&\silverplat 
uintage) accessories|in\scarfe, 
gloves, ee. 
beaded bags & fans, 

collars’ & cuffs 


MEETSNEW __ 
One ofa kind creations by Judith Fine in: 


high collar blouses 
lingerie, 
so — smoki 
Luzurious fabrice, 
Free alterations, 


; & skirte, 
nightgowns, lounging robes, 
ng jackets for men, 


antique laces. 
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by Kathleen Moran 


really beautiful, but the trendy, poorly 
made “available to the masses” copy is 
not. I've always resented the fact that a 
nice plain pair of leather boots with a low 
heel and no zipper is likely to have a price 
tag of $150, whereas, a pair of boots with 
fifteen zippers, umpteen pockets, and an 
assortment of other decorative doodads 
can be had for $35. Good simple design 


‘isn’t trendy, and there’s not so much 


money to be made copying it, I guess. 
K. Where is style in the economic 
classes? 

B. It might be more readily had in the 
lower economic brackets.1 think that style 
ina certain exuberance, a self-assuredness 
that can’t be bought. People who can’t 
afford to buy the best of fashion, but who 
have an instinct for beauty have to 
develop style instead. 

K. So style is a very personal expression, 
and fashion is more of a social ex- 
pression? 

B. That’s not a bad way to put it. 

K. And beauty? is... 

B. Ultimately a quality that each in 
dividual has to judge for herself and 
himself—even more personal than style. 
K. A personal impression. One last 
question about these terms doesn’t style 
in some respects mirror fashion? 

B. Uhhuh. And fashion reflects style. A’ 
young and energeticand apparently care. 
free generation in suits, gloves and pill 
box hats takes note of, and suddenly, blue 
jeans become fashionable. So it trades back 
and forth, the line between the two is very 
fine, and the terms are often used inter- 
changably anyway! 

K. There are some people who have a 
definite personal style, but one: which is 
unacceptable to society... 

B. I find eccentric style very attractive. It 
doesn’t bother me that it isn’t and won’t 
ever be fashionable. My own style 
changes month to month. It’s occasion- 
ably fashionable, sometimes it “has 
style,” sometimes it doesn’t even have 
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Containing the Creeping Chill 


Nightfall is at 7:30 instead of 9:00, 
morning coolness demands a wooley 
cover over our summer nightwear, and 
rememberances of last wonter’s constant 
hellish cold become more real to us. 
Now you follow the chipmunks instinct- 
ive movements, and feel the urge to 
prepare our environments so that we 
have asylum for the devastating chill. 

According to the Women's Energy Tool 
Kit, a booklet written by Joan Byalin, and 
published by Consumer Action Now, 
Inc., the way to begin is the home energy 
survey. Beginning with your whole 
house, try to recall are there any rooms 
that usually feel colder in the winter, or 
warmer in the summer? Are there parts 
of a room that feel consistantly warmer 
or colder? Are there persistant drafts, 
discolorations, cracks, water marks, 
peeling paint or plaster? These are 


indications of heat/energy loss. 
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Guide to Midwifery 
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Books 
67 N. Pleasant St, Amherst (upstairs) 


Changing Bodies, Changing Lives 
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Ms. Byalin goes on to explain that heat 
is lost or gained in two ways-- infiltration 
and conduction. “Infiltration occurs 
when hot or cold air moves in and out of 
your home's cracks and openings. The 
spaces between windows and _ their 
frames or doors and their frames are 
prime targets for infiltration. So is the 
separation between the foundation and 
the siding. Whenever it occurs, infiltra- 
tion can usually be felt as a draft where 
there shouldn't be one. 

Conduction, on the other hand, is the 
movement of hi\t through walls, win- 
dows and other \ lilding materials that 
separate the inside of your home from 
the weather outside. Heat always moves 
from the warm side of a surface to the 
cooler side.” Apparently, some materials 
are better at keeping in heat than others: 
an insulated wall is better than an unin- 
sulated wall. Glass is one of the worst 
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Pornography: Men Possessing Women 
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\WHEN DID YOUR TRAVEL AGENT EVER 
SUGGEST A TRIP FOR YOU 
AND YOUR LOVER? 


adventura travel! | 


233 N. Pleasant at Amherst Carriage Shops. Upper Level 


Tickets For All Airlines 
Eurail Passes 


549-1256 


Walk for ERA! 
Call NOW 287-8171 


267-5171 


Organization for Women: 


1981 LAST WALK FOR ERA 


; ER 
Walker Recruitment Sheet: My friends and | want fo walk for 


mstructions and pledge cards please. 


nhame 


CIA a address 


oe 


Attach additional names & addresses and 


A. Send us 


phone 


address____—~->-——S 


phone___—__—_——_ 


return to: 


heat loss offenders, because it has very 
little resistance to heat flow. This resis- 
tance of a material is called the R-value. 
A well insulated wall may have as much 
of an R-value as R-30, whereas glass is 
very low at R-1. 

The Women's Home Energy Tool Kit 
advises us to check for infiltration by 
using our hands, or acandle, orasimple 
draft detector, made with a clothes 
hanger and tissue paper or a plastic bag. 
Check doors and windows, and don’t 
forget to check fireplaces, air condit- 
ioners, duct systems, pipes or plumbing 
through walls, and the point where the 
walls meet the foundation. Losses by 
conduction can be felt with your hands. 
Look for any place on a window, door or 
outside wall that is warm when you want 
it to be cool, or cold when you want it 
warm. Check anywhere which has a 
surface both inside the house and out. 

Once you have located the losses, 
then you can take steps to shore them 
up. If you live in a rented apartment, the 
first place to go is to your landlord. 
Check into weatherization programs that 


are offered by our counties, cities and . 


local anti-poverty agencies. Call your 
energy fuel suppliers to find out what 
help they offer. Keep your eye on your 
local hardware stores for sales. We are 
all entitled to warmth in the winter! ] 
The Women’s Home Energy Tool Kit was 
developed by Consumer Action Now 
for the Office of Poliocy Development 
and Research U.S. Dept. of Housing and 


Urban Development and the Office of ° 


Building and Community Systems, U.S. 
Department of Energy. It isa completely 
annotated and illustrated workbook that 
includes many wonderful tips on insula- 
ting. For more information, write to: 
Consumer Action Now, Inc. 
355 Lexington Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
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News You Can Use 


riphic by Toby Schermerhorn 


\ 


Variations presents its fall season, featuring 


Sweet Honey 


in the Rock 


Sunday, sept. 20 at 2 p.m. 
JM Greene Hall, Smith College 

Tickets: $5 ($6 at the door), general; $8 
supporting. 

16 & under, 60 & over, $4 

hall is wheelchair accessible, restrooms are not 


June Millington 
with Tret Fure 
Friday, Oct. 23 at 7:30 & 10pm 


Davis Ballroom, Smith College 
Tickets: $4 ($5 at the door) general; $6 
contributing; $8 supporting 


Wallflower Order 
Grupo Raiz 


This tour is dedicated to the Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (FDR), and the courageous 
struggle for self-determination by the El 

Salvadorean people. 


Friday, Dec. 4 at 8pm 
Bowker Auditorium, U. Mass 
Tickets: $4 


Tickets for these ovenis are avalabte at: Amherst: For 
the Record (FACES). Food for Thought Northampton: 
Downtown Sounds, Womontrye Books Springfield: 
Main Music Greealiekt: World Eye Bookstore Wor 


cester. Tha Women's Bookstore Brattleboro: Mapple 


Meg Christian 


with Diane Lindsay 
and 


Elizabeth Cotten 


Friday, Nov. 13 at 8 pm 


JM Greene Hall, Smith College 

Tickets: 15 ($6 at the door) general; $7 
contributing; $9 supporting 

16 & under, 60 & over $4 

hall is wheelchair accessible. restrooms are not 


Leaf Music Harttorc: Sonya Wetstone Books and 
Cheese 

For childcare reservations and work exchange 
Questions. call 413-584-2637 at least fiva days before 


_:the event. 
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by the 
Third World Women's Task Force 


The 13th of September, 1981,marks 
the third anniversary of Seta Ramper- 
sad’s death. On this day three years ago, 
a 20 year old woman was tound atone, 
naked and dead in Motel 6, located in the 
quite peacetul and picturesque New 
England town of South Deerfield. 

Seta Rampersad was an undergrad- 
uate student in political science at U- 
Mass. Seta was the daughter of 
Sonny, a refrigerator repairman, and 
Pearl, a nurse's aide, who also have three 
more daughters. The Rampersads had 
come from Trinidad eleven years ago to 
look for better educational and employ- 
ment opportunities. The Rampersads 
are descendants of people from India, 
who were imported as indentured la- 
borers to work in the British sugar refin- 
ing industry. 

When Seta died, she was completing 
her last two courses for graduation in 
December. Seta was a good, hardwork- 
ing student who had graduated with 
honors from Roxbury High School four 
years before. During the fall of 1978, her 
financial aid was cut off, and she was 
forced to seek employment outside the 
university. With jobs being hard to 
come by, in an area overflowing with a 
large unemployed or underemployed 
student population, Seta took the only 
job she found: waitressing the late shift, 
9-1 am. at the Captain’s Table, (now 
renamed Dallas) a restaurant/cocktail 
lounge in Northampton, even though 
she lived in Amherst (Echo Hill) and 
had no means of transportation. Seta 
relied on friends and acquaintances for 
rides to and from work 

On the night of September 12, 1978, 
Seta’s boyfriend did not show up at 1:30 
to pick ker up, so Seta accepted a ride 
from a regular customer, Demetrios E. 
Konstanlopulos, also known as Jimmy 
the Greek He was a friend of Seta’s 
boyfriend, and often treated them to a 
drink at the Castaway Lounge, a bar he 
owned in Whately, Massacusetts. 

Seta agreed to the ride Jimmy the 
Greek offered, and two other people, 
Brian Pitzer and Carol Newton, friends 
of Jimmy, who joined them. At some 
point, they decided to go for a nightcap 
at the Castaway Lounge (after the legal 
time a lounge should be closed - 2 am), 
and then to a party at Motel 6 in South 
Deerfield. What took place after that 
remains unknown. The next day Seta 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 

Some of the unanswered questions 
are: Who was at the party at Motel 6? 
Did Seta go willingly, or was she coerced? 
Was she dead before her arrival there, as 
some evdience at the inquest suggested? 
What killed Seta? Who was to blame? 

Here is a sketchy outline of the events 
of the night before, given by the three 
individuals, none of whose stories match: 
‘Jimmy the Greek testified that during 
the night of September 12, 1978, deta 
started having seizures. Neither he, nor 


rir! Worid Women = Task Force discussing Ue Sera Rompersa! case 


Caroli Newton nor Brian Pitzer, called a 
doctor or hotel employee for help. 
During the following ten hours, they 
said they put objects in her mouth, 
which explains the bruises found on her 
throat and mouth, placed her in a cold 
shower several times while she was 
semi-conscious, dropped her on her 
head and back (it should be noted that 
Seta weighed only 85 pounds). About 
6:30 am, Jimmy the Greek and Carol 
Newton left the motel, telling Brian 
Pitzer that they would come back for 
him later. They did not. Later, Brian 
Pitzer called a friend from the VA hos- 
pital, a male nurse who claimed that she 
was barely breathing and then they 
called an ambulance, and left Seta alone 
in room 240. When the ambulance, 
arrived at 1:10 pm, Seta was found dead 
and the police were called. 

In avery unusual move, the D.A., John 
Callahan, came to see the corpse. Dr. 
Olsen, the Greenfield medical examin- 
er, and the first doctor to examine Seta’s 
body, felt that there was probably hom- 
icide to consider as the cause of death. 
The D.A. and the police chose to believe 
and state that “Seta died with a smile on 
her face” and that “Seta’s corpse was a 
pleasant one to look at.” The autopsy 
report by Dr. Keeley indicated that the 
cause of death was pulmanary congestion 
or edema. 


The inquest, which is a quasi-judicial 
prodecure, totally controlled and fund- 
ed by the D.A.‘s office and the judge 
involved, was questionable in several 
instances. The room where Seta died 
was swept clean of fingerprints and all 
evidence, including evidence of drugs 
used in the room, which were brought 
up in the inquest, but were destroyed. 
None of the discrepancies of the stories 


Did Justice Die with 


of the people present in the room were 
ever followed. Dr. Olsen died after 
the inquest. The first policeman on the 
scene, Officer Skroskie, was transferred, 
allegedly by choice. The motel changed 
management and employees transfer- 
red down south, and the Captain's Table 
changed owners. The people closest to 
Seta, her roommate and boyfriend, were 
never questioned and have long since 
left the area. It all points to a massive 
coverup. 

In addition, several lawyers working 
on the case have dropped it for a variety 
of reasons: family problems, better job 
opportunities in another area, or be- 
cause evidence already available was 
scarce. This is important, because on the 
12 of September, 1981, less than a month 
from now, the statute of limitations for 
filing a civil suit runs out’ From that 
time, the case is barred from appearing 
in a court. 

The Third World Women’s Task 
Force, which has been working on the 
case from the beginning, decided on 
Friday, August 21, 1981, not to file a case 
on the advice of the present attorney, 
Thomas Whitney, and his legal assistant, 
Michael Edlestein. 

A week after Seta’s death the evidence 
had been destroyed. It was too late even 
then to pursue a suit, according to our 
lawyer. Hence it is very hard, three 
years later, to gather enough evidence. 
enough evidence. 

Because of the lack of evidence, it 
could not be proved that Seta’s death 
was due toa criminal act- only that there 
was negligence involved. In sucha case, 
the people involved could be sued for 
monetary compensation only, which 
would go to Seta’s parents. However, it 
has been found that Jiminy the Greek has 
divested all his financial assets. 
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A private attorney would 
hired to look into Jimmy the Greek’s 
financial background, and to uncover 
the murky details of the night of Seta’s 
death. A private attorney charges $50 
or more an hour. It would take months 
to trace down Seta’s boyfriend, or Brian 


Pitzer, or any other witnesses on the 
scene. We are talking about $10,000 to 
initially file and investigate the case, 
and locate Jimmy the Greek. Neither 
the Task Force nor the Rampersads have 
this kind of money or the influence to 
proceed. 

Even if we were successful if getting a 
private attorney to get the defendants to 
court, they can always claim that since 
three years have passed, they don't re- 
member anything. 

We will not be successful in acheiving 
what we originally sought by filing the 
suit, which is: the truth as to why Seta 
died and how she died; ‘to get monetary 
compensation for her tragic death; and 
to discredit Jimmy the Greek. 

This was a very hard decision for the 
Task Force to make, and even harder to 
convey to Seta’s parents, for whom Seta 
is still alive in their minds and hearts, 
until they establish the cause of her 
death. 

Too many people of color die pre- 
maturely and violently. Hardly ever do 
the culprits go to jail or be held ac- 
countable if they are white. Just imagine 
how the justice system would have 
reacted if Seta were a white woman with 
wealthy parents and Jimmy the Greek, 
Brian Pitzer and Carol Newton were 
people of color. How would they have 
responded? How would they have 
reacted? Arrests would have been 
prompt and a thorough investigation 
would have taken place. 
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futon 


a wonderful pillow 


T Pleasant St, 
Northampton 


ihvexh! 


. no hassles 


FREE 
with the purchase of a futon 


239 Wickenden St, 
Providence, PUI. 
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Linda S. Fidnick 
David Burres 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


19 PRAY ST. 
AMHERST, MA. 01002 
(413) 549-3505 
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Announcing the opening 
of the practice of 
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Ellen S. O'Rourke 


Certified pigssaee Therapist 
Member of A.M.T.A 


Swedish massage and reflexology , 


call 233- 9792 By appl ony 
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feminist /lesbian therapy 


individual, couple, group , supervision 


office 
253~2822. 
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253-5637 


Sees eneems 


= 
j 
Z| 
{ 
F 
ms 


SS 


te 


L Vall ley Traditional 
Acupuncture 


BARBARA BODNER 
LigAe. 
Main &t 
Northamptcn,.Ma. 
eee 984.1972. 
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Journeys 


by Jacqueline Sperry, 1981 


My mother died 26 years ago, one mouth 
betore her 42nd birthday. iehich is in Sept- 
vember. Twas 17 years old, and am older now 
than she was. These are written in her 
memory. 1 welcome women's responses. 


Her face sunk still deeper into its 
folds. Her eyes were open, but did not 
see. How could it be the watchers did 
not know, but her hands flayed at the 
sides of the bed and grasped the ticking. 

She would not leave them. She would 
not, though they waited, and she told 
them this in gargling sounds of the most 
crude and wretched sort they had ever 
heard. 

Her voice rose up inside her throat 
and contorted her mouth so that her lips 
were torn open and then clenched shut, 
clutching back the last bits of air. Oh, if 
only she could keep the air in. If only she 
could command her throat and lungs as 
she had for these past years. 

But no, she was betrayed at last and 
knew her weakness. She was impotent 
before the rage that shuddered through 
her limbs, her bones, her teeth and her 
once vital organs. 

All of her senses centered on her 
throat now. The muscles and fibers 
vibrated furiously, sounding her an- 
puish; syllables shredded out, grotesque 
and dreadful. Her ears stopped hearing. 
She exhaled her last breath, not on a 
sound, but on her exit. 

In this at least she was more fortunate 
than the watchers, whom she left. They 
stood, seeing her contorted face, sudden- 
ly rigid with silence. Most turned away 
and drew their eyes back from contact 
with other eyes. One sobbed aloud, as if 
with presentiment. 

It was suggested to the watchers that 
they leave the room, which they did, 

speaking very little. They would meet 
again on the day and in the place where 
the woman who had died would be 
buried. 

The morning she was buried, the sun 
sent down its shafts of light, fingering 
each of the watchers, knotted around 
her grave. They listened to the priest 
who spoke of peace and joy, but none of 
them believed him. 

The youngest member of the group, 

the dead woman’s daughter, felt a hand 


Deathwatch 


clasp hers. An arm drew her close to a 
body that was warm. She looked around 
into tear clouded eyes, and say who 
owned them. It was her Aunt Aimie. 
Then the priest stopped. He took a 
handful of.earth and dropped it into the 
grave. Shortly before dusk, the last 
shovel of earth was patted down over 
the grave, and the workmen went away. 


Her Death 


Death stopped her, arms 
Held down like laughter. A vise 
Closed love's slight eyes. 


Shadows glide: watching 
Past rattling her carriage gone 
Empty over stone. 


Death latched night's gate 
Shut tight. Left alone, each face 
Gathers close time's grace. 


August 16, 1955. [ stand alone, ina 
hospital room, bowed with grief. This 
woman, upon whose cheek I lay my 
hand fleetingly, for the last time, ever, 
anywhere. My mother, Charlotte Louise 
Dietrich-Sperry, dead. 

Today | remember and hear again the 
sound of her death struggle. She held 
death at bay through a long weekend, in 
a coma. <A coma she left when | 
entered her hospital room that Monday 
morning, 26 years ago. She tried to 
speak to me, and could not. 

My mother is dying. The sound of her 
dying. As if a plant I cannot see is 
grabbed by a hand shoved down her 
throat, and pulled out. She chokes. The 
dirt falls rattling off the roots. Then she 
is still. Death has torn her life from her 
body. 

Her woman's life, ended. Mine went 
on, and goes on. Her death propelled 
me into wanting to understand her and 
her life while ] was still very young. This 
friendship between us began during the 
summer she died. 

Before, we had been mother and 
daughter. But in those months, this 
changed and we became instead two 
women. The old hierarchy of strength 
between us as mother and daughter was 


"yoman welcoming death" by kathe kallwita 


gone. We conftonted one another and 
faced the fact of human limitations, 
stripped of roles and their expectations. 

Neither of us could stop death from 
coming. We did what we could to ease 
one another. My mother died, utterly 
human, and with courage. 

After she died, I went to college, 
sensing the need to be equipped to 
work As time passed, what I sensed and 
felt became lesbian thought, and, in the 
women’s movement, feminism. This 
growing analysis has become the under- 
standing of many women, with power to 


unite. 

My mother was not a theoretical fem- 
inist. She only knew that fulfilling the 
role open to her in her lifetime was not 
enough. And she knew what she want- 
ed for her daughter. 

The power of female friendship can 
be expressed in lesbianism, in matriar- 
chy, and in feminism. When we die, our 
bodies return through the earth of 
motherearth into the chain of life. While 
we live, our energy can return to women, 
through our work and service. 


Hey- Ya Gala! 


1981 Nancy Seadyke 


“Tf you want a fancy fan or a turkey born in 
Turkey-stan or a teapot early Ming. ..come to 
the supermarket in old Peking! They have 
sundrep cakes, moonbeam cakes, gizzard 
cakes, lizzard cakes, pickled eels, pickled 
snakes-- fit for any king...” 


Recognize it? No, it is not from Gaia's 
Guide. Itis pure Streisand from the early 
sixties. Remember those days? Those 
were the days before the gay and wo- 
men’s movements. Those were the days 
when if you wanted to find where other 
gay people and Lesbians congregated 
you looked in the sleazy part of town for 
a secluded bar with a cop stationed 
outside the door. He checked you over, 


then you paid the person inside the door 
a cover charge for the privilige of slither- 
ing into a small, dark place crammed 
with too many tables. But once inside, 
when your eyes had accommodated to 
the darkness and you picked out all 
those lovely same sex couples (and 
singles), and when your ears had adjust- 
ed to the deafening strains of Streisand 
belting out her latest and greatest, million 
dollar, heart rending hit, you breathed a 
sigh of relief and settled in. You were 
“home’ at last You were with your own 

ile. You were in the only place 
ae? it was “safe” to socialize (or 


you fancied) openly. . 
cS elaeenp™ it was local election 


unless, of COUrSE: fficials decided to do 


) 
arand the town ses 
eit bi-annual house cleaning, whic 


A Review 
of Gaia's Guide 


meant raiding or “cleaning up” the gay 
bars in order to show they were doing 
their jobs and so of course should be re- 
elected. So, if you were fortunate e 
nough not to have been caught in one of 
the raids, you became part of the scatter- 
ed rubble, and you were left with no 
place to call “home”. Maybe the bar 
would re-open several months after e- 
lection day. Most likely, though, it 
would never reopen. You walked 
bravely away down a gloomy street, 
alone, with no place to go where you 
belonged. Happily those days are gone! 
‘.. .come to the supermarket in old 
Peking. . they have bird nest soup, sea- 

weed soup, noodle soup, poodle soup, 
talking crows with the croup, . .” 


The Lesbian Page of the VWV was 
dev eiopea ia response both to requests 
for such a page from Lesbians, and to 
the alarming rise in’ heterosesxism 
within feminist. organizations. We 
hope that by having a page lor Lesbian 
thought, pieces, poetry, cartoons, 
short stories and other delights, we 
will insure Lesbian presence in every 
issue of the paper. By continuing to 
have news, reviews and other contrib- 
utions by and about Lesbians through- 
out the paper, we hope to avoid 
gheuoizauion, We hope all women 
will read the Lesbian page, and that all 
Lesbians will send anv contributions 
to the Lesbian Page Editor. ‘ 


“Emily Dickinson Lives Here” in Jackie 
Sperry’s column Journeys is a copyright- 
ed article. 
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Aa 


Awakened 


Heart caught 
in a web, frayed 
at the edges and sagging 


the air A Mother’s First Thought 
takes a grey shape 
a human fog To day I awaken 
this insidious lover, fear and all my worries -- 
staying in my bed they don’t oversleep either. 
long after love has left Above, an umbrella 
of blackbirds 
cawing and clawing. 
They remind me 
Marsha Harper-Raredon about the first 
or the last five dollars, 


it comes and goes, butter 
on our bread. 
Or tt won’t matter -- 


Tomorrow 

some technocratic man 
will make the last mistake, 
a thin or large 

some-calm or thoughtful man 
who is dazed 

or always in control, 

a man with a family -- 
And does he hold 

his child closely 

in his arms, 

feel his son’s fear 

of the dark, cheek 

next to tender cheek 
against the outside world? 


I am thinking about our own common lives 
your tired mind, an unknown hand 
moving one grey switch 

when the fallout 

not like these screaming birds 

not with any noise I know 

a lingering poison 

will be quietly resting 

on my daughter’s pillow 


a cloud, alive 
and white with death. 


Marsha Harper-Raredon® 


° This work in progress was incorrectly attributed 
to Anna Demska in the May 1981 issue of VWV. 
Our apologies to Marsha Harper-Raredon. 
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Oh Daughter . . 


When I walked into your room this morning 
you were getting dressed. 

I thought 

how young you looked standing there 

in your pale blue underwear, 

the white VIRGO stitched across the front. 


You are so much like 

the delicate fawn 

that rises 

to her own feet 

in late August. 

Tasting the minted leaves of the white birch. 

But when will your large 

dark 

brown eyes 

open for the first time and 

pierce the dense 
forest of green and light greens? ss 
Will you be able to see 

the gleam of the hunter's 

long silver barrel? 


Even before he 
sees you? 


Mana Daversa 


Be strong, you say, be solid. 
Damn it, I reply, 

You be strong enough 

to bend and twist and flex! 
Our culture 

takes the water out of clay 
By moulding bold forms 
and firing them to hard 
And firing over 

to harder and smooth. 
You've been told that’s strength 
but if I topple you 

you'll crack 


I may be no better 

but I am different: 

I change shape and roll 
soft and wet 

and change back again. 
With unresolved form, 
I don’t look as strong, 

JK but I remember where I’m from -- 
still earth and water, 
subject to weather change: 

te Until you learn me as I am 
, Don’t even attempt 
Extended forecast. 


- Carey Caccavo 
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Prompted by their desire to make connections with the lives and struggles of women in 
hoth Central America and the domestic economy in the U.S, women from Third World, 


feminist, and Hispanic organizations as well 


as unaffiliated individuals met on August 18 


ty begin plans for a conference/event that will focus on women in Central America and the 


US. The first meeting, on August 3, was calle 


d by the Women’s Caucus of the Northampton 


Connnittee on El Salvador, The coucus grew out of experiences of sexism within the general 
conunittee as well as a stroug desire to uncover the lives and struggles of women in El 


Salvador. The women who attended tite firs 


t tuo meetings have a strong commitment to 


involve as many women as possible in the planning of the event which will probably be held 
sometime in late fall. The coalition is excited about the possibility of a national tour of El 
Salvadorean women, sponsored by the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El 
Salvador (National CISPES), to coincide with the conference. 


Central America: 
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Women in Revolution 


graphic by Toby Schermerhorn 


Unlike feminist groups in the U.S. 
which have developed a theory and 
practice that specifically address wo- 
men’s issues, the women’s organizations 
in El Salvador and Nicaragua see them- 
selves integrally linked with their 
people's struggle for national liberation. 
AMPRONAC (Association of Women 
Confronting the National Problem) and 
WMES (Women’s Association of El Sal- 
vador) were formed out of the necessity 
to respond to the repression and ex- 
ploitation in their countries. At the same 
time AMPRONAC has always forcefully 
addressed women’s issues, and today in 
a liberated Nicaragua it works towards 
women’s involvement in all aspects of 
political, economic, and cultural life. In 
this article we would like to examine the 
historical and social conditions in El 
Salvador and Nicaragua which led to 
women’s participation in the national 
liberation struggles and the formation of 
these autonomous women’s organiza- 
tions. 

DAILY LIFE IN EL SALVADOR 

Most of the land in El Salvador is 
controlled by fourteen famiies who 
grew cotton and coffee for export. This 
leaves the large majority of peasants 
landless, forcing them to compete for an 
inadequate number of seasonal agricul- 
tural jobs onthe haciendas. Women who 
manage to attain these jobs are paid less 
than men. They receive the same wages 
as a sixteen year old boy. Women’s work 
in the home often begins at 3:30 am. and 
continues until late at night. The work 
includes pounding and cooking maize, 
hauling water over long dist > 


ing the animals, working in the fields 
and caring for the children. In addition 
to the work at home it is common for 
women to bake food or make clothing to 
sell at the market. A thatched roof is the 
only shelter hacienda owners provide 
for their workers. Water is often only 
available from drainage ditches contam- 
inated with pesticides and swarming 
with parasites. 

Because of widespread unemploy- 
ment in the rural areas, many women 
migrate to the cities to become domestic 
servants or factory workers. One out of 
five women considered economically 
active, works as a domestic servant. In 
addition to bad working conditions and 
long hours, rape is a common occupa- 
tional hazard. Tradition maintains that 
the sons of middle-class families acquire 
their first sexual experience with the 
family’s domestic workers. If a woman 
protests or becomes pregnant, she is 
thrown onto the streets where prostitu- 
tion is her only reeourse. 

Most of the workers in El Salvador’s 
electronics and textile factories are 
women. Foreign capital operates many 
assembly plants in El Salvador’s free 
trade zone and workers receive 4 to 5 
dollars a day compared to the U.S. 
minimum of 4 to 5 dollars per hour. 
Unions are out of the question in El 
Salvador. Their members and leaders 
are often tortured and killed by the 
government's army and right wing 
death squads. Asa result, health hazards 
are prolific. Women develop brown lung 


turn to page 13 


SEPTEMBER... A TIME FOR LEARNING 


Explore graduate courses, beginning Sept. 28 in, 
Personnel Management, Comparative Counseling 
Theories, Administrative Problem Solving, Family 
Therapy, Group Dynamics and Community Mental Health. 


..and Evening Workshops, September 21-24; in 
Assertiveness Training, Getting Organized, Myths 
of the Disadvantaged, Confidentiality and the 
Law, Child Abuse and Neglect, Employment Discrimination. 
Phone 586-1975 for details. 


Institute of Open Education/camundge Colleye 
A Graduate Program for Working Professionals 
38 Gothic Street, Northampton 01 060--586-1975 


Fully Accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Galleges 


eREARNOS 


GREEK. PASTRIES 


THORNES MARKET 
150 MAIN STREET 
NORTHAMPTON. MASS. 


Photofinishing Special 
September 8-14 


Color C41 

12 X $1.99 Slides ana Movies 
20 X $2.99 

24 X $3.49 20 X $1.19 


36 X $5.49 36 X $1.99 


Your Choice Coupon 
QO 3 Copy Prints 


made same size from your Coe Seats 


(J 3 Prints from Slides ODOC 
C) 6 Reprints -ecua sre 


trom your colo’ negatives 


es Se ee es Oe es eee ees ee ee ee ee ee 


guaranteed instant passport photos! 

overnight @ 

developing! | Photo 
_ Yhornesg,. (IS 
-a mar ) 150 Main St. 
*§ Room. 4a Northampton 
ieeaeare: usi Rape 


Homemade Soups 
salads, quiche, chill, 
desserts...beer & wine! 


Masonic Street, 


AN 
Northampton, 584-0721 2 


Fresh 


CAs as = 


0 a a 


Old-time ice creagn 
parlours with a 
faste from the past 


Homemade ice cream 


= = 


homemad 
Fountain drinks ane paced goods 


Begin Your Masters Degree 
this Fall 


A one year Program 
Concentrate in 


Management’ Administration 
Community Mental Health/Family Studies 
Information Sessions: Sept 9, I4, 
and 16 at 7:00 p.m. 


CETAATAL TH SEPM VERSA PSRs Ui 
Avpnoss and aSsertivungss tor miny 
gers: hone tor dens 

INSTITUTE OF OPEN EDUCATION 
e Cambridge Collage . 

‘A GRADUATE PROGRAM FOR | 

WORKING PROFESSIONALS 

‘38 Gothic Street Northampton. Ma. 586-1975" 


Pleasant St. 
Boltwood Walk, 
Amherst, 253-9371 


creations 


st, too! 


September, 1981 


tram page 12 


in the mill factories and severe eye pro- 
blems in the electronic factories during 
their first few years of work Working 
conditions are so severe that before the 
age of 30 women’s health has deterior- 
ated to such a degree that they are no 
longer able to work 

An additional effect of mass unem- 
ployment in Nicaragua and E! Salvador is 
the high number of female headed 
households. Fifty percent of women in 
Nicaragua and twenty to thirty percent of 
El Salvadorean women have been aban- 
doned by their husbands or the fathers of 
their children. Many families consist of a 
working mother, her children and her 
mother or aunt who cares for the child- 
ren. Most of these families live in shanty- 
towns called Zonas marginales, where 
there are no Sewers, running water or 
electricity. 

The harsh economic conditions that 
women in Central America face are a 
direct result of collaborative efforts be- 
tween foreign capital and the military 
junta which maintain the high concen- 
tration of land and wealth in the hands of 
a few. The American government, for 
political and economic reasons, supports 
an EI! Salvadorean oligarchy which pro- 
tects its property througha reign of death 
and repression. 


WOMEN IN REVOLUTIONARY 
STRUGGLE 


‘This history of primary responsibility in 
the daily struggle has forged strong and 
determined personalities among Nicara- 
Qa Wont.” 
-- Lea Guido, Minister of Health 
Nicaraguan women’s extensive parti- 
cipation in all aspects of the mass mobil- 
ization and guerilla war can be under- 
stood as a direct result of her role as 
economic provider for her family. 
Women made bombs, ran messages, pro- 
tected trenches, commanded guerilla at- 
tacks and distributed food and medical 
supplies. Many of these activities were 
initiated by AMPRONAC. Originally 
formed in 1977 by middle-class women, 
AMPRONAC held petition drives, oc- 
cupied embasies and sponsored de- 
monstrations at a time when most or- 
ganizations were forced to keep their 
operations clandestine. AMPRONAC 
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addressed women’s oppression in par- 
ticular, calling for equal pay for equal 
work and an end to sexual exploitation. 
As the liberation struggle continued, 
AMPRONAC saw the necessity of com- 
mitting themselves to the Sandinista 
leadership and the peasant and working 
women. AMPRONAC played a key role 
in developing the Civil Defense Com- 
mittees which provided training and op- 
erated clandestine clinics in neighbor- 
hoods to treat the wounded. me 

After the triumph, AMPRONAC 
changed its name to AMNLAE, Luisa 
Amanda Espinoza Nicaraguan Women’s 
Association, to commemorate the first 
woman killed in battle. Numbering 
25,000, AMNLAE is working on an 
extensive program to reach its goal of 
fully integrating women into the eco- 
nomic, political and cultural life of the 
country. Plans include political educa- 
tion through forums in workers’ or- 
ganizations and peasant unions. Work- 
ers’ Coops are being organized to combat 
unemployment. Nicaraguan women are 
being taught new skills, mobile health 
brigades have been developed to deal 
with the health care problems of rural 
women. AMNLAE proposes a long-term 
goal of communal laundries and dining 
halls to fully socialize housework Many 
child care centers have already been 
built. On International Women’s Day 
AMNLAE mobilized 30,000 women in 
the largest celebration Latin America has 
seen outside of Cuba. Currently, women 
make up 1/4 of the Sandinista army and 
one half of the police force. They are in 
charge of two out of the five secretariates 
under the FSLN (Sandinista National 
Liberation Front), mass organizations 
and external relations. 

The active involvement of women in 
El Salvador’s present struggle is parallel 
to that of the Nicaraguan women. 
Formed on International Women’s Day 
on March 8, 1980, AMES (Women’s 
Association in El Salvador) organized to 
demand the end to repression, the free- 
dom of imprisoned comrades and the 
initiation of a new economic and social 


order that will respect women’s rights. 


We hve examined how women’s or 
ganizations in El Salvador and Nicaragua 
grew out of women’s involvement in 
their countries’ struggle for national 
liberation Today, in Nicaragua, women 
face _a double challenge, building a 
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socialist country that guarantees wo- 
men’s full participation in political and 
economic life. Despite many gains no 
woman in Nicaragua would deny the 
pervasiveness of machismo or the 
necessity of working against sexism. 
AMNLAE women state that, “We con- 
sider that our male companeros have 
very good intentions and spirit, but we 
have our own particular demands to 
fight for. Here in a revolutionary process 
such as the one we are now living in, it is 
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graplie by Toby Sehermerhorn 


we, the organized people, the organized 
women in this case, who will attain our 
achievements.” 

One thing is very clear -- participation 
in the revolution has developed wo- 
men’s capacities and consciousness. A 
domestic worker compares women’s 
lives before the revolution and after. 
“Women weren't aware of anything, they 
only washed, ironed, cooked, had child- 
ren and that was it. But now, I tell you, 
we've awakened.” + 


We recognize that many aspects of women’s oppression cut across all class lines, 
However, it would be foolish to claim that capitalism does not oppress women, In feminist 
-political work we need to recognize and understand where and how the class system either 
perpetuates or contradicts wamen'’s status both here and abroaul. 

For ourselves, feminist solidarity work means a commitment to uncovering the lives and 
experiences of women in’ revolutionary struggle. Fighting the policies of the UWS. 
government, both domestic and foreign, and weakening its ability to exploit and dominate at 
home and abroad is the niost important thing we can do for our sisters in Central America. 
Domestically, Reaganomics threatens all women, but especially Black, Latin, Third World, 
and all poor and working women, For this reason mobilization against intervention and 
increasing military build-up are important issues for feminists. 

We encourage any women interested in pursuing these links to work with the newly- 
formed womten's coalition. Contact Jean: 586-3205, or Karen: 586-2807. 
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Going Into Business for Yourself? 


by Susan R LaForte 


The conference on “Information Bro- 
kering’ held in Albany, New York, on 
May 1 and 2, drew nearly 150 people, 
from as far away as Louisiana and Al- 
berta, Canada Because information bro- 
kering is a field currently dominated by 
women, most of the conference atten- 
dees were women. The conference 
focused on the nature of brokering a 
challenging new profession. 

Briefly, an information broker is some- 
one who, in behalf of a client, will gather 
information on any subject from ail avail- 
able sources, and package it in the form 
that will be most useful for the client. The 
conference also brought to light an 
emerging and exciting new breed of 
women: the self-employed, small bus- 
inesswoman. 

Conference organizer, Barbara Feli- 
cetti, knew that she wanted to go into 
business for herself before she finished 
library school What finally drove her to 
take the plunge was the fact that the only 
job she could find after she graduated 

was as a“stockboy’”, along with five high 
school students. Felicetti is the founder 
and director of Info/Motion in Lenox, 
Mass. In business since 1976, Info/ 
Motion now employs a parttime staff of 
five, while Felicetti herself puts in up to 
60 hours a week. However, since it is her 
own business, she can take off in the 
middle of the day if she wants to and go 
“get a haircut, or to the dentist.” 
Because information brokers work in- 
dependently, and because their numbers 
are relatively few, they admit that one of 
the major disadvantages of their pro- 
fession is isolation. When I interviewed 
Barbara Felicetti in the Fall of 1979 fora 


seminar paper on brokers, she pointed 
out that there is no trade association 
right now for brokers. When she needs to 
talk with other brokers she does so at 
conferences, through publications (let- 


ters to the editor, that kind of thing, or 
over the phone. Whenever she hears that 
a broker is speaking she will go and listen 
because she “learned so much” from 
established brokers when she was get- 
ting started. 


Charlene Haykel, founder of Charlene 


Information Brokering: 


Haykel Associates, a public rela 
tions/marketing firm in Albany, New 
York, also employs a staff of five: two full- 
time artists, a secretary, and recently, 
another writer besides herself. She said 
that the frustrations of middle manage 
ment no budget no staff, and no 
authority is what made her go into 
business for herself. She mentioned the 
“metamorphosis” she went through in 
her transition to businessperson, Saying 
that you begin to “take yourself more 
seriously.” 

Haykel says that one of the people 
who can help you to take yourself more 
seriously is your lawyer. She emphasizes 
that anyone going into business should 
have a lawyer (someone you trust), and 
an accountant A lawyer with a sharp 
business sense will be a constant contact, 
and provide information such as how to 
structure your business, taxes, liability, 
and contracts. 

An accountant will educate you about 
how you are going to collect information 
about your business. She will identify 
categories of costs, and will tell you how 
to structure your records. Her input will 
let you know what particular kinds ot 
jobs cost you to produce; in general she 
can quantify all aspects of your activities. 

Alice Warner is the cofounder and 
former president of one of the few 
“biggies” in the information on demand 
industry: Warner/Eddison Associates in 
Cambridge, Mass. Warner is now the 
sole proprietor of The Information Guild 
which she manages out of her home 
office in Lexington, Mass. Among other 
activities, she coaches new small ven- 
tures, and is particularly interested in 
getting women off to a good start. She 
advises acting and looking professional, 
seeing what the Small Business Admin- 

istration has to offer for free, and going to 
seminars and workshops on marketing, 
or “How to Sell.” 

Many brokers start their businesses 
from their kitchen tables, so that initial 
Startup costs may be minimal. A tele 
phone, and perhaps a typewriter, are all 
that is necessary at the beginning. Wo- 
men who have some money saved or 
who can appeal to their families for help 
might want to consider investing in busi- 


ness cards, stationery, and brochures. 
Charlene Haykel worked at home at the 
beginning, but she did spend $1,000 to 
have a brochure produced. She hired a 
designer, and worked with a printer, to 
make sure that these physical represen- 
tations of herself which would be her 
major form of advertising would look as 
professional as possible. 


An information broker, or small busi- 
nesswoman, is not likely to become a big 
business. Louisa D. Spencer points outin 
Savvy magazine that of the approxt 
mately 300 feebased information ser- 
vices in the United States selling research 
for $20 to $100 per hour, very few of the 
people in charge earn more than $35,000 
a year; most earn much less. Spencer 
assures us that “even when business 1s 
booming, personal incomes remain 
modest.” Most small brokers work long 
‘hours to earn a respectable $16,000 to 
$20,000 per year. 


The conference speakers unanimous- 
ly felt that their certainly higher than 
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average output of energy and effort was 
well worth it in terms of the effect on 
their selfesteem All seemed to have 
positive feelings about what they were 
doing, and exuded an intense high 
energy which was definitely catching, 
The thing that touched me most during 
the conference was the accessibility of 
the speakers, and their eagerness to 
share their experiences with others. This 
feeling of sharing permeated the atmos- 
phere. I had the realization that these are 
just ordinary people who have exper- 
senced some of the same feelings of 
frustration that I have experienced in a 
traditional work situation. The only dif 
ference was that these folks were willing 
to take the risk of becoming their own 
boss. The message that came through 
was that it is possible armed with com- 
mon sense and determination to take 
such a risk, and even, to be successful. I 
came away no longer wondering whe- 
ther | “could” start a business of my own 
someday, but knowing that someday I 
not only “can” but I “will.” 
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The Trouble with Tarzan 


by Ellen LaFleche 


, This time, Hollywood has outdone 
itself. It has created, in 1981, a movie 
that rivals the 1915 film Birth of A Nation 
in its inherent racism and sexism. The 
1981 movie is Tarzan, The Ape Man, 
released about a month ago and starring 
Bo Derek (of “10” fame) and veteran 
actor Richard Harris. 


A Sexist “ Adventure” 


The plot of Tarzan is simplistic and 
boring: Jane Parker, a young English 
woman, travels to Africa to meet her 
explorer-father, James Parker (Harris), a 
man who had abandoned Jane and her 
mother when she was an infant 

Jane decides to stay in Africa and seek 
adventure with her father. Along the 
way, Jane is abducted by Tarzan. Ac- 
cording to local legends, Tarzan is a 40 
foot high white man who roams freely 
through the jungle, striking terror into 
the hearts of all those who hear his 
nightly “Tarzan howls,” 

_ After being kidnapped, Jane engages 
in a one-way conversation with Tarzan. 
He never utters a word throughout the 
entire film, but Jane talks endlessly to 
him about romance novels, sex, and life 
back home. 
Jane is eventually subjected to anoth- 
er kidnapping this time by a gang of 
warring “cannibals.” It looks as though 


Jane will be delivered up to the chief 
cannibal for consumption and rape. But 
Tarzan, enraged, wants his woman back 
and he mobilizes a herd of elephants for 
a counter-arrack. Amid much hoopla, 
elephant trumpeteering and slow mo- 
tion footage, Tarzan rescues Jane by 
cracking the spine of the African chief- 
tan. Jane, Tarzan and their pet Cheetah 
disappear into the sunset, ostensibly to 
live happily ever after, white rulers of 
their jungle. 

Sprinkled throughout the action are 
sexual innuendos between Jane and her 
father, between Jane and Tarzan and 
numerous scenes of nudity as Jane dis- 
robes herself for refreshing dips in the 
warm rivers. Once, while skinny-dip- 
ing, Jane is hassled by alion and is forced 
to run naked into the arms of Tarzan. 


Unrealistic View of Africa 


While the Portrayals of Africans in 
this movie are outrageously racist, the 
film initially sets up an atmosphere of 
exploitation by its disrespect for the 
African continent itself The lions, ele 
phants and primates that appear in the 
scenes are drugged and unnatural look- 
ing. Film critic Roger Ebert points out 
that the primates used in the movie are 
not even indigent to the continent of 
Africa! The animals are not treated as 
natural inhabitants of the environment 
but conveniently appear only when they 
can serve as props for the action. (The 


film was made on location in Sri Lanka, 
on the coast of India.) 


Tarzan, especially, is master of the 
animals. He needs only to howl and 
elephants will stampede in deference to 
his whims; the plants and animals literally 
unfold themselves for him. 

The character of James Parker, the 
explorer, also embodies a similar dis- 
respect for the land. His life work is to 
discover, photograph and chart “undis- 
covered” land and whenever he feels 
like announcing his arrival into new 
territory, he fires a booming cannonball 
into the horizon. 

He and Tarzan represent a similar 
racist ideology-- that of the white male 
conqueror and master of the jungle. 
Viewed together, Tarzan and Parker 
represent one persona-- the idealized 
white male. Parker is successful, ag- 
gressive and intelligent while Tarzan is 
brooding, virile, masterful and rawly 


sexual. 
Rape Myths 


Implicit is Parkers character is the 
privileged rapist-- he not only assaults 
the land but he treats his black woman 
companion as a servant. A typical con- 
versation with her consists ee “Get a 
and follow me, woman!” s 


are manipulated to feel that she is being 
rescued from a potentially abusive fa- 
ther. 

Jane’s forcible abduction by Tarzan is 
used to justify nearly every existing 
myth about women, men and rape. 
Jane’s behavior toward her abductor 
implies that she is happy, or at least 
ambivalent, about being kidnapped 
She tells Tarzan such things as “Leave 
me alone! No come back! Leave me 
see Wait come back!” 

ane ends up living “happil 
after’ with her a btristiegsnraiee eaiis ; 
that women actually benefit from idnae 

and rape. The movie itself is billed as a 

love story”-- e.g. what began as an 

abduction ends up as a blissful love 
experience for the woman. 

Throughout the movie, Jane dresses in 

a long, ethereal white gown. Not only is 


this attire ludicrous fo j 
i r the i 
reinforces her ima ge 


> Aer image as the ultimat 
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Racist Stereotypes 


Alas, the film gets worse. 

Jane is captured by a group that is 
supposed to represent a tribe of African 
natives. The actors, however, are only 
cartoon-like caricatures of wild-eyed 
“natives” with malicious smiles, sharp- 
ened teeth and green-painted faces, 

At this point in the film, the movie 
begins to earnestly incorporate racism 
into its rape mythology. The African 
hieftan, who leers over the captured Jane, 
towers at least two feet over the rest 
of his village-- representing the myth of 
the monster-rapist incarnate in all black 
men. 

The audience is manipulated to be- 
lieve that it is only the black man who 
represents danger to Jane, thus smooth- 
ly negating her exploitation by Tarzan 
and by her father. 

While the chief waits for Jane to be 
delivered up to him, the women in the 
village brush a sticky white paint over 
Jane’s entire body, Thisis one of the few 
times that African women even appear 
in the movie. African women are por- 
trayed as peripheral to their culture, 
useful only for carrying the white man’s 
packages and for grooming the body of 
white women, 

Through her coating of white paint 
Jane transcends her body and is trans- 
formed into the spiritual essence of 
virginity. As’the chieftan grabs. for Jane, 
her father (who is tied to a pole) 
yells out passionately at her, “Jane, you 
are not of this world, you are not of the 
flesh but of the spirit!” 

The centuries-old myth about rape and 
race have crystallized into this one 
moment of filn: Jane is pure, white 
spiritual womanhood. Black men are 
rapists and black women encourage all 
of this by perpetuating the ideal of white 
womanhood, 


movie and refuse to economically sup- 
port this garbage! 


The scene was a haunting reminder of 
the D.W. Griffith movie Birth of A Nation, 
21915 film that justified the emergence 


of the Ku Klux Klan because of the myth” 


of the animalistic black man. In Birth, 
Flora Cameron (played by Mae Marsh) 
flings herself from a cliff to avoid se 
duction by Gus, a lascivious black man. 
“We should not grieve that she found 
Sweeter the opal gates of death,” wrote 
Griffith in his subtitles about Flora’s 
purity. 

Griffith’s subtitle is startlingly remin- 
iscent of the dialogue between Parker 
and his daughter. “Surrender your 
spirit.” (Rather than submitting to the 
African). 


Justifies Violence 


But enter our hero: Tarzan. Tarzan 
the white hero mobilizes an army of 
elephants and single-handedly wipes 
out the village. He cracks the spine of 
the chieftan in a scene that caused the 
audience to cheer and whistle! In one 
swift blow, Tarzan has preserved the 
purity of his woman and the white man 
has been vindicated. He and Jane melt 
off into the sunset, to live happily ever 
after. . . 

The film, quite simply, justifies viol- 
ence against blacks. It does this by 
highlighting and. reinforcing myths a- 
bout rape and race, by exploiting the 
reality of African culture and exposing 
women’s bodies for sexual arousak 

In the film, black people’s lives are 
seen as dispensable. In one scene, an 
African falls into a canyon and loses his 
life so that Parker could reach the top of 
a mountain. Like the original series of 
racist Tarzan novels by Edgar Rice Bur- 
roughs, the movie is justification of white 
supremacy and the racial/sexual status 
quo. 

That this film could be released in a 
country that has been witness to the 
murder of 28 Atlanta black children is a 
disgrace! Spread the word about this 
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Womancraft 


by Tinker Ready 


... Within a culture possessed by the myth of 
feminine evil, the naming describing and 
theorizing about good and evil has constitut- 
ed a maze/haze of deception. The journey of 
women becoming is breaking through this 
maze-- springing into free space, whichis an 
a-mazing process. 


Mary Daly, Gyn_Ecology, 1978 


Slowing down. Relaxation Deep 
breathing, Meditation. Opening, un- 
blocking, cleansing, healing. Woman- 
craft. 

For the past six years, Jean-Janani 
Erlbaum has been conducting Woman- 
craft Sessions in the Valley. Jean des- 
cribes Womancraft as “a process of self- 
healing and empowerment achieved 
through physical and mental relaxation, 
emotional clearing and the development 
of natural psychic skills.” Put in other 
terms, it seems to fall somewhere be- 
tween what a mainstream psychother- 
apist might call “positive self-assertion” 
and a form of hypnosis. But even these 
terms don’t emcompass its totality. 

Jeanie says that the exercises succeed 
in “slowing down the mind enough so 
that you can more clearly see uncon- 

scious belief systems and begin to make 
them conscious. On very subtle and 
powerful levels, our thoughts are creating 
our reality. Negative beliefs like ‘I will 
always be fat’ or ‘I could never give my 
car a tune-up’ create inner limits. No 
amount of dieting or auto mechanic 
courses can reverse negative patterns 
unless new activity is supported by new 
beliefs about ourselves and our environ- 
ment. When we understand the nature 
of the thought-force, when we truly 
allow ourselves our own power, we 


begin to consciously create our own 
reality. Womancraft also acts as an 
ongoing support group to help with the 
struggle of taking active responsibility 
for our lives and knowing that we de- 
serve the best.” 

Although she has changed and added 
to the basic course, Jeanie did not origin- 
ally develop Womancraft. Eight years 
ago, a group of women in Provincetown 
took a course in Silva Mind Control, 
which is a series of exercises designed to 
develop psychic skills. 

They became frustrated with the male- 
oriented nature of the process. “It was 
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very achievement-oriented; all of the 
pronouns and references were male. 
But these women decided that it was 
important to them as women,” Jeanie 
says. “One thing women have always 
been given is the right to their intuition. 
They rewrote the material and called it 
Womancraft. It has made its way west 
over the years and there is a loose 
network of Womancraft groups across 
New England.” 

Womancraft is best understood when 
the process is described from beginning 
toend. The weekly three-hour sessions 
begin with an hour of physical and 
mental relaxation, with Jeanie leading a 
group of about twelve women in deep- 
breathing and guided meditation. 


“I feel you can’t really tap the healing 
sources in you unless you slow down. 
Slowing down is something we all need 
to learn and that in itself is healing” 
Jeanie says. “Once you get comfortable, 
you get into an expanded mind state.” 
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Oncea woman has reached this“ trance 
state” she is more open'to taking in and 
retaining positive suggestions about her- 
self, It is at this point that Jeanie begins 
exercises that are intended’ to do just 
that. An affirmation exercise, for ex- 
ample, uses statements and visual images 
to help women feel more confident. 
According to Jeanie, in this relaxed state 
“you begin to release a lot of garbage 
and old voices that tell you, for example, 
that you aren't strong.” There are also 
exercises that bring up negative ener- 
gies, but the point is to recognize where 
they stem from and let go of them. 
“What has to come up, will come up,” 
she says. “The goal is to begin to assert 
your own reality through this affirm- 
ation.” 

But Jeanie believes that dealing with 
one’s own inner problems is not enough; 
she sees Womancraft as fitting into a 
larger political/feminist context. “In 
order to have the strength to do political 
work, we have to find sources for con- 
tinully nourishing ourselves,” Jeanie 
says, citing the high “burn-out” level of 
political activists. 

“Tam beginning to see that we make a 
political statement in creating a safe 
place for women to heal themselves and 
each other, to share information and 
skills, our own power at the deepest 
level. From this we take strength to do 
our work in the world. I have been 
accused of saying that working on one- 
self is a substitute for political action. 
No, we are all responsible to do both. 
We need to see ourselves as whole 
beings, to acknowledge ourselves as 
physical.’ mental/emotional/political/ 
social/spiritual beings. 

“Male-oriented forms of politics are 

obviously not working. The political 
process is almost always understood in 
terms of control over, ownership and 
hierarchy. Women know more about 
the connectedness of life. In the process 
of regaining our personal power, of 
giving our truth a voice, we become 
model advocates, spokeswomen for all 
beings that have been owned, manipul- 
ated, violated and controlled. Feminists 
can offer a whole new form of political 
thought and action based on love, respect 
for the quality of life for all beings and 
for the planet itself.” 

Jeanie participated in the Women’s 
Pentagon Action, which she sees as the 
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beginning of a whole new mode of 
political work he, 4 

“The Pentagon Action, in its planning 
and demonstration, showed care for the 
process of political action as well as the 
end results,” Jeanie says. “There was 
concern not only to save the planet from 
nuclear destruction, but also for the 
small details in the fabric of our lives, 
concern for the long range planning and 
effects along with concern for the wo- 
man working next to us. 

“There was a democratic sharing of 
ideas, feelings and decision making, and 
there was the acknowledgement of the 
power of ritual, of women bonding to- 
gether in action, thought, feeling and 
spirit. 

“1 believe that Womancraft can help 
recreate not only the personal, but alsoa 
larger social political reality. In our 
practices of personal empowerment we 
are able to learn the possibility of social 
empowerment. Weneed to learn howto 
channel our rage, to no longer swallow it 
into depression or create horizontal in- 
fighting. If instead of carrying the belief 
system of “The world is being destroyed, 
there is nothing I can do about it” we 
start to create a vision of peace and 
plenty for all, of specific non-violent 

means to achieve this end, then we have 
taken the first step to create that reality. 

“In spiritual work, we begin to under- 
- stand that we are all one being. Women 
as nurturers know well our connected- 
ness to the earth and to all beings. The 
love that results from this understanding 
is the only true base for political work.” 


Jeanie’s fall Womancraft schedule is as 
follows: Womancraft I: Thursdays from 2-3 
for fen weeks, starting in Amherst October 8. 
Womancraft I: for omen who have taken 
the baste course and want fo work more 
deeply with old and new energies, theory and 
practice of using thought forces for healing. 
Mondays from 7-10 pm. for ten weeks in 
Northampton, starting Octobers. 

One day Womancraft workshop: Sat- 
urday, September 26. 

For more information. contact Jean-Janani 
Erlbaum, 39 Haywood St, Greenfield) MA 
01301. (413) 584-1000 
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style~ sometimes being frumpy serves 
my purpose. 
K. you don't mind it then. | guess my 
question is- if 1] mind it- if I find that my 
reaction is that a way of dressing indicat- 
es that a person is weird- do | have 
assumptions that I should question? 
B. So, we're talking about passing judge- 
ment based on dress-- there are some 
judgments that are perhaps justifiable, 
maybe instinctive. For instance, if you 
see a person wearing a down jacket in 
July, you may think “This person is a 
lunatic!” It isn’t because this person is out 
of fashion or has no style! He looks 
uncomfortable. You see a teacher in high 
heels and a straight skirt teetering into a 
nursery school classroom, and you 
snicker at her lousy taste. It’s not her 
taste that I'd object to I'd say “How on 
earth is she going to get down on her 
hands and knees with those children?” I 
don’t think that it indicates false values to 
pass judgment on another's style of 
dress. The question is, by what standards 
do you judge? Each of us will have 
different standards and they reveal as 
much about us as our clothes do. 
K. Where are fashion and feminism in 
relation to each other these days? Are 
they in an adversary relationship? 
B. To some extent. Serious feminism 
and a serious concern with fashion are at 
odds, I think I dor’t think that you can be 
seriously concerned about day care for 
mothers who are working for minimum 
wage, and at the same time really care 
about a three thousand dollar designer 
original. Those are clearly incompatible 
at a very basic level. However, I do think 
one can be concerned about day care 
costs and also take great pleasure in a 
handbeaded jacket that a friend has 
made. And then the argument gets more 
complicated because the friend who ap- 
plies the beads—the person who makes 
clothing an art, have a right to try to 
support themselves by selling that 
clothing. So ifa painting can be sold for 
$1,000, then presumably a handcrafted 
jacket can be sold for $500 or whatever, 
and there are plenty of people who are 
willing to drop that kind of money on 
clothing.1'm sorry, I’m sort of losing track 
here. As an artist, I choose to apply my 
creativity to the making of clothing. As a 
‘feminist, I’m more comfortable design- 
ing cotton jerseys than clothing which I 
know is elitist, that is, very costly. 
K. Do you feel that feminists have 
thought carefully about those women 
who are involved with the garment in- 
dustry? For instance, a lot of those 
mothers making minimum wage are 
earning their living making or selling 
clothing. Have feminists addressed the 
needs of these women? 
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The justice system in this country is 
meant to serve and work for the rich, 
white and powerful The Task Force 
cannot seek redress on behalf of Seta’s 
parents because none of us is rich. It 
costs $300 just to file the complaint, and 
$50 per hour minimum just to hire a 
lawyer. 


Seta was not white and was not rich, 
hence the white community is willing to 
let her death slip by, and we have not the 
legal knowhow and the power to deal 
with such a crisis. We were not on the 
scene immediately with an attorney or 
doctor. 


The Rampersads reacted as many of 
our parents would. Upon hearing the 
news of the death of their child from a 


B. I suppose a good many of them are 
feminists themselves! The women sitting 
ata sewing machine in a factory have no 
argument with feminism. People need to 
wear clothes. Clothing in general is not 
politically incorrect, only in specific 

K. Yes. There was a point within the past 
few years when we had to consider what 
kind of political statement we were mak- 
ing if we wore anything else than our tee 
shirts and blue jeans. It seemed that the 
feminist community was showing a real 
need for conformity in dress... 

B. Among the most extreme feminists, I 
think that there is an undeniably judg- 
mental attitude about other women’s 
dress. I basically object to uniforms. I do 
like personal uniforms. I like to wear the 
same thing in different colors... I don’t 
like wearing a uniform that identifies me 
with a specific group. I don’t want to 
dress in a way that encourages complete 
strangers to make prejudicial assump- 
tions about me. I do like to think about 
what types of clothing feel correct from 
my own viewpoint It was exciting for 
me, as a designer, to find a few rules that I 
could lay down for myself that would 
help me design clothes that were my 
standards politically correct. The revel- 
ation of the back zipper! I suddenly 
realized that the zipper up the back ofa 
dress, up the back of a turtleneck, or skirt, 
or pants, was unique to women’s cloth- 
ing. That said a great deal about pre 
vailing attitudes towards women’s cloth- 
ing:--first, that women’s clothing was 
designed primarily for looks, not func- 
tion, and that once the designer had 
finished styling the piece he had to 
figure out how the hell someone was 
going to get into this piece of clothing. 
The easiest way to get in without inter- 
fering with the line of the garment was to 
put a zipper in the back. In addition, a 
back zipper suggests an item of clothing 
that is fitted in the waist and bust, de- 
signed to make perfectly clear at first 
glance what the wearer's figure is like. 


onthe D.A. in order to attend the inquest 
and disprove the D.A.‘s verdict that 
“Seta died with a smile on her face.” 

Seta will never be forgotten. To a lot 
of us, she symbolized the victimization 
of and the violence that working women 
of color and people of color face. It 
could have been any of us. 

To keep Seta’s memory alive the ask 
Force has made a committment to: 

a. Start a Seta Rampersad’s scholar- 
ship fund for working women of color to 
meet some of the expenses toward 
going to school 

b. Continue to provide support for 
the Rampersad family in any way needed. 

c. To set up workshops on how to 
deal with such a crisis if it should happen 


again. 


Anyone wishing to donate toward the 
scholarship fund can send contributions 
to: 

Seta Rampersad Fund 
c/o Third World Women’s Task Force 
Everywoman’s Center 


Wilder Hall 
U.Mass./Amherst, MA. 01003 
(413) 545-0883 or 5-15-0800 


CONTACT Paula Putnam or Malika Jones, 
Third World Women's Programmers/ 
Advocates 


Finally, it’s clothing that is difficult to get 
into and out of without help, promoting 
the “Hubby, would you zip me up?” line. 
Men do not wear clothing that they can’t 
comfortably dress themselves in! When 
this little flash of consciousness hit, I 
knew I'd never again design something 
with a zipper up the back. 

K. What else? 

B. High heels that can’t be walked in 
safely. I don’t agree that all high heeled 
shoes are victim shoes. I have boots with 
high heels and I can chase down a bus 
with them, but I’ve seen shoes I'd call 
victim shoes~ankle breakers=but I don’t 
assume automatically that'a woman who 
buys them is  counterrevolutionary 
either. 

K. What about the shoes with pointy 
toes that are coming back in fashion? 
B. I think the extreme ones have come 
and gone. I don’t think that women as the 
buying public will ever go for that sort of 
thing again—not wholesale. There are 
certainly always going to be people who 
will buy uncomfortable clothing but I 
don’t expect to see a time when you can’t 
buy a shoe that is both comfortable and 
fashionable. Feminism has made too 
many inroads in fashion: wearability, 
practicality, and comfort are important 
even in the most fashionable fashion- 
thinking. Women really have come too 
far to be taken lightly by the industry. 
K. Let's go into the history of what 
feminism has done to free us from 
fashion. For instance, at the beginning of 
this century, women were wearing 
corsets. Was feminism, or were the 
suffragettes, instrumental in changing 
that? 

B. I think that feminism grew out of the 
same changes in society that changed the 
way we dressed. I don’t think that the 
suffragettes dumped the corset I think 
that the suffragettes had an idea that was 
long overdue, and the social conditions 
that allowed many women to suddenly 
begin to pick up that idea and think in 


NOD 


wrapite by Nina Slomoivit: 


from page 9 


— Gaia 


Well, you may not want bird nest or sea- 
weed soup, and we may not have talking 
crows with the croup-- we have some- 
thing a whole lot better, thank Goddess! 
We have Gaia‘s Guide! 


No more walking down gloomy streets 
looking for woman spaces and woman 
places that don’t exist Now you can 
reach into your backpack and pull out 
the handy, compact sized, 1982, Sth 
edition of Gais’s Guide. (If you don’t have 
yours yet you can get it from Womonfyre 
Books.) And you can easily find a 
woman space or woman place with 
Lesbian, community, hospitality, good 
food, accommodations, books, clothes, 
news, shoes, or even still-booze if you 
choose. 


And it doesn’t matter where you are. 
Gaia has more than 3000 listings of 
places and spaces in the United States 
and Canada, plus the major cities and 
resorts of Western Europe. 
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feminist terms made many other woman 
besides them shuck their corsets. The 
first World War made profound changes 
in everything in Western society— art 
politics, industry, feminism, and fashion. 
The twenties saw the first really pro- 
found changes in the female silhouette in 
centuries. Corsets were abandoned, 
hemlines came up-women suddenly had 
lower limbs! That’s no small matter you 
know. Their bodies, like society as a 
whole, were mobile. The Gibson Girl, of 
the turn of the century. . . 

K. Who was the Gibson Girl? 

B, Edwardian beauty-more freespirited 
and athletic than her antebellum mother 
~but not very. She played tennis, but in 
stays and white linen shirtwaist to her 
ankles. Ladylike. But the flapper had a 
bathing suit that she could swim in. Of 
course, it wasn’t all good—she also 
smoked more cigarettes, and she wasn’t 
really liberated from the vagaries of 
fashion. Many women bound their 
breasts to get that boyish flapper figure. 
Just another form of body suppression. 
Even so, it was progress. 

The fashion of the thirties and forties 
also tell a lot about women’s place in 
society at that time. Trousers for women 
and great suits with padded shoulders. 
The revival of that sort of hallmark 
fashion was well-deserved, I think 
These were among the first really won- 
derful clothes for women! The economy 
was in terrible shape and women had to 
work, and they got real clothes that they 
could work in, whether it was suits for 
the office, or overalls for the factory. 
Then we get the fifties, which I loathe. 
The war was over, and all the progress 
for women sort of dissipated, or was 
yanked away. And the clothes? Dior’s 
“new look,” which wasn’t new at all long 
skirts, tiny waists, demure and virginal 
Peter Pan collars. The sweet suburban 
wife. The sixties were full of mixed 
messages=some good, some bad. I was 
fourteen in 1965 and remember vividly 
the miniskirted Twiggy/nymphet look 
Jean Shrimptom with pale lips and 
enormous eyes under the sex kitten head 
of hair. ] guess it’s the sex kitten look that 
strikes me as the worst of sixties fashion - 
that liberated, but ohsogirlish youth 
obsession. But the sixties also gave us 
wash and wear, and unisex, (which is 
good in theory at least). There was the 
end to dress codes in high schools. So I 
think that the fashion industry, as it 
responds to the society around it, has 
finally gotten itself to a more flexible kind 
of thinking. This is where the impact of 
the seventies feminism on fashion can 
really be seen. American women simply 
do not buy a seasonal dictate as to length 
of skirt, or follow like lemmings any new 
trend in fashion. Our style really has 
affected fashion tremendously, that’s one 
reason I’m so intrigued by the whole 
thing. 


hykin' dykes, older dykes, bikin’ dykes, 
disco dykes, Christian dykes, flyin’ 
dykes, Hawaiian dykes, dykes and 
tykes, Latin dykes, third world dykes, 
Jewish dykes, dykes with kites, dykes 
with everything. ..(there may even be 
some dykes in old Peking!) 

No more looking for the sleazy side of 
a city you find yourself in, wondering 
where to find women of your kind. All 
you need is to have Gaia with you. She’s 
alphabetized by states. Under each state 
she’s sub-alphabetized by city and/or 
town, followed by listings with names, 
addresses and telephone numbers of 
each city or town’s gay/Lesbian/ Feminist 
places and spaces. So whether you're 
traveling in Paducah, Kentucky or met- 
ropolitan LA. you'll be in the know 
about where to go! 

Following the listings for the U.S.A. 
are those for Canada and Western Eur- 
ope, South America, South Africa and 
the U.S.S.R. (Butalas, there are no listings 
for old Peking!) So. .. 

“Tf you want a bust of jade or an ewe 

Hat's more or less decayed or in case 
you want to meet a maid for a nice but 
naughty fling...” 


Don’t go to the supermarket in old 
Peking. Try Gaia's Guide instead-- she’s 
got everything! 

Hey-ya -Gaial You-re. terrific! . - 


, 


———————_ 
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Women & Technology Project 

The Women and Technology Project in Montana 
distributes publication, coordinates the Women and 
Technology Network and does educational prog- 
trams. We are a group of women involved in the issues 


of feminism, environmentalism and apporopriate 
technology and are working to build connections 
between them. 

The Women and Technology Network compiles 
and distributes a Directory of people interested in all 
issucs Concerning women and technology. The Net- 
work IS a connection between people of similar 
interests, and is used to list skills and resources they 
are willing to share. For mare information, or to be 
included in upcoming Directories, send a self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope to the Women and 
Technology Project, 315 S. 4th E. Missoula, Mt. 
59801. 

The Women and Technology Project lists two 


Guest House 

Aspasia Guest House -- Womon owned, open til 
Nov. 23. Reasonable rates, comfortable rooms, 
shared bath. Continental breakfast on Sun. Park- 
ing, patio, calm fall atmosphere. Beautiful beaches 
and scenery. Wonderful bvike traiis. Province- 
town, Ma 02657. (617) 487-2511. oct. 


Women’s Writing Workshop 

The Women’s Writers Center: an independent 
feminist institute offering a year long program of 
writing workshops and women’s literature. 81-82 
visiting faculty include: Broumas, Cliff, Grahn. 
Griffin, Lerman, Smith. For information: -The 
Women’s Writers Center, Williams Hall, Caz- 
enovia, N.Y. 13035; 315-655-3466, x138. oct. 


Women, Theater & Creativity 

A theater class for women designed as an intro. to 
experimental theater and an exploration of in- 
dividual creative process.Open to all women in- 
terested in finding new ways to express them- 
selves. 10 weeks beginning Tue. Oct. 6. $60-580 
sliding scale. Iris Bloom. 584-5888. oct. 


Tradeswomen 

Experienced Carpenter/Builder/Designer for so- 
lar green houses, additions, small buildings, 
remodeling, home repairs. Write: Anne Perkins, 
RFD |. Orange, Ma. 01364. oct. 
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publications. Something old, Something New, 
Something Borrowed, Something Due: Women and 
Appropriate Technology, written by Judy Smith. 
feminist educator and scientist, examines women's 
tole in technological development. including dis- 
cussion of women and appropriate technology, 
women's place in science and technology, tech- 
nology as necessary to womens autonomy, ap- 
propriate technology as a male enterprise, and a call 
for coalition between feminists and appropriate 
technologists. And this:Women and Technology 
Deciding What's Appropriateis the proceedings of 
the conference held by the Wamen’s Resource 
Center in Missoula, MT. in April, 1979. Addresses 
include: “Feminism and Environmentalism:Point -- 
Counterpaint’ “Cultural Images of Women and 
Technolagy “History of Women and Technology” 
“Women's Need For High Technolagy’ “Women and 
Appropnate Technology. Includes a_ selected 
bibliography. 


Nursing Management Courses 

Elms College in chicopee, Ma has announced a 
new professional development series in nursing 
management to be offered in 1981-1982. Any of 
these programs will satisfy continuing education 
requirements for re-licensure. The program consists 
of an 8-week course. Managerial Skills for Nurse 
Managers, and a series of one-day workshops. Enrol- 
ment in both components will be fimited to 25 
Participants. 

A series of workshops carrying 3 contact hours 
each will be offered on Saturdays from Oct. through 
April. Tapics and dates are Stress and Productivity, 
Oct. 17, 1981; Controlling Carreer Fatigue. Nav. 7, 
1981 and March 6, 1982; Time Management for 
Nurse Managers, Dec. 5, 1981; The Nurse Manager, 
Feb. 6, 1982; and improving Performance Standards 
and Evaluations, Apri! 3.1982. Persons.wishing more 


Editing 2 
Published writer, feminist. cleans up your prose, 
makes your ideas clear. Marcia. 586-2101. oct 


Publications 

Announcing a new fesbian quarterly: Common 
Lives/Lesbian Lives, to appear August 81, docu- 
menting lesbian experience and thought through 
herstory, oral herstoy, biography, autobiography, 
journal, correspondence, fiction, theory, photos, 
grpahics. CL/LL makes special commitment to the 
representation of lesbians traditionally denied 
visability in media. Also, we encourage lesbians 
who have never before thought of publishing to 
share their work and stories. Please submit 
manuscripts and graphics, and support your 
friends to do likewise. Individual subs. $10/yr. 
Descriptive flier available. P.O. Box 1553, lowa 
City, IA 52244. 


Against Sadomasochisie A Radical Feminist Analysis 
edited by Robin Ruth Linden, Darlene R. Pagano, 
Diana E. H. Russell and Susan Leigh Star will be 
published by Frog In The Well on Dec. 15. Pro- 
spective contributors include: Ti-Grace Atkinson. 
Susan Griffin, Audre Lorde, Robin Morgan nd 

* Alice Walker. Special prepublication offer $6 per 
copy. This offer expires Nov. 1. Send payment to: 
Frog In The Well, Dept. 10, 430 Oakdale Rd, East 
Palo Alto, CA 94303. sept. 


Yoga Classes 

Beginning and intermediate classes will be offered 
in Northampton, Amherst and Greenfield, days & 
evenings with Jean-Janani Erlbaum starting week 


of Sept. 21. Call 584-1000 or 773-9744.sept. 


Womancraft 

Fall course offerings in skills toward psychic self- 
healing: Womaneraft | will be held Thurs. aft in 
Amherst starting Sept. 24. Womancraft II will be 
held Monday eves in Greenfield starting Oct 5, 
One-Day introductory workshop will be held Sat, 
Sept. 12 10 a.m.in Northampton. Call Jean-Janani 
Erlbaum 584-1000 or 773-9744 sept. 
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Inner Ear 

Fall Semester Sept. 15-Dec.17 Classes in vocal- 
movement. T-Th 6:30-8:30 p.m. Whole body 
technique 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Beth Goren. 
Fev/ Info’ Registration Sept. 7-10, M-T-Th 10 a.m. - 
12 p.m only. at 384-3714, eves. messages, 586- 
0204. 


Workshops 

Working with the body. Two 12 week sessions for 
women that will provide an in-depth study of the 
body thru anatomy, massage and movement. We 
will seek to understand the inter-relatedness of 
body/mind/spirit and emotions from personal 
and theoretical perspectives. Participants can 
expect to learn specific tools with which to begin to 
work with other people, as well as to gain a deeper 
understanding of our own bodies and how we 
function. Class meets Mon. 4-7 p.m. Sept. 21 -- 
Dec. 7. Feb. 1-April 19. $120 for one session. $200 
for both. Info/registration call Brooke Stone at 
586-0317, please leave message. 


Unlearning Racism -- A six-week workshop series 
facilitated by Dr. Joan Lester, begins Thursday, 
Septmieber 24, meeting once a week, 7-9:15 p.m. in 
Ambherst.Call Joan Lester at 256-6902 for infor- 
mation and registration. sept. 


Feminist Philosophy Class 

Wander, Women! a new feminist school is offering 
a course History of creation and meucbapard ao 
philasophuot Women ot Nature to be taught by Anne 
Dellenbaugh, Tuesdays, Oct 6 to Dec. 8, 6:30- 
9pm. Cost:$35. (or barter) Call 367-9526 for 
info.sept 


Feminism and Ecology 

A six-week workshop on attitudes toward women 
and nature will begin Mon. Sept. 21 in N'ton from 
7:30 - 930. Limited to ten participants. it will 
include readings, discussion, and sharing of 
feelings. experiences and alternative visions. It will 
be led by Marna Yudkin Fee $30.00 Call 586- 
2101 tor more info or to register: sept. 
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information may call the Office of Continuing Ed-~ 


ucation. Elms 
forthcoming. 


College. Brochures’ will be 


Salt Marsh Walk 


Women Qutdoorsannounces a rocky shore, sandy 
beach. and salt marsh walk on the Long Island Sound 
at Hammonasset State Park and Beach, in Madison 
Connecticut. Fhis lovely, uncrowded area is only an 
hour and a half from the valley. Meet at 10 a.m. an 
Sun. morning, Sept. 20. in Springfield at Jackie 
Sperry s. Bloodroot, anearby wamen's restaurant will 
be available for dinner. Phone 732-4028 for details 
and directions. 


Labor Solidarity Day 

On Sept. 19 people will converge on Washington 
for the Labor Solidarity Day sponsored by AFL-CIO. 
Organizers predict over half a million men and 
women calling for’ Jobs, Justice. & Human Rights. 
Organizers say that more than 2000 people are 
expected to board buses from the Pioneer Valley on 
Fri. evening Sept. 18. A local women’s focus held a 
benefit showing of the film, Rosie the Riveterin 
Greentield, Aug. 26, to help pay for buses. For into on 
the march, and to reserve a seat, contact UE Local 
Hall in Holyoke, 532-56433. or District 1199 office, 
532-7955. 


Cape Cod Conference on Feminism 
(Hyannis) On Saturday, Oct. 31, from 8:30 a.m. to 11 
p.m.. aconference on™ Aspects of Feminism’ is being 
co-sponsored by the New England Association lor 
Women in Psychology and Peopte MEET, Inc., of 
Cape Cod. Charlotte Bunch, international ferninist 
writer and educator presents the theme speech 
“Feminist perspectives and Strageties for the BO's." 
and a co-workshop with Betty Powell (in Word is Out) 


on “Sex, Race and Class-in America: Feminist per-. 


spectives.’ Other workshops on health. education, 
community and global networking. Exhibitors, work- 
shop presenters and registrants contact People 
MEET, Inc. Box 105. Craigville. Ma. 02636. Pre- 
registratian $23.00 (sliding scale} includes daylong 
conference. workshops. lunch and womansound 
coffechouse-concert. 


Feminism & Ecology Workshop 
A six-week workshop on attitudes towared women 
and nature will begin Mon. Sept. 27 in Northampton 
from 7.30-9:30. Limited to ten participants, it wil 
tnciude readings, discussion, and sharing of feelings. 
experiences. and alternative visions, It will ve led by 
Marcia Yudkin. Fee: $30. Cait586-2101 for more info 
or to register. 


Working Women -- Designs for 
Workplace Health 


Instead of models wearlng glittering evening 
gowns, working women will model good fits in hard 
hats and safety shoes at a unique fashion show 
highlighting the Nationai Conference. “Working 
Women - Designs for Workpiace Health.’ The 
fashion show ts Only one feature of the Conference 
which will show how safe and healthy work 


environments can be designed. Sponsored by the 
Womens Occupational He 


: alth Resource Center of 
olumbia Unwwersity, 


Be piavs the conference will include 
plays of model work environments, continuous 
audiovisual bresentations, and workshop/semunats. 
llega will be held in NLY. City on Sept. 24. 
Cente rom 10 am to 8 pm at District 1199 Cultural 
er 410 E. 43rd Sucet. 
bi aes. $15.00, After 5 pm:$5.00. For 
conter al information contact Charlotte Punskt. 
ence coordinator, Women's Occupational 


ost Resource Center, 60 Haven Ave. Rm 8-1. 
"Y.N.Y.. 10032 (212). 694-3464. . - (van 
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Monday, September 7 


VWYV advertising meeting at HCAC State st 
Northampton. 7 pm. For more information 
at 527-9696. 


Cali Patty 


Tuesday, September 8 


Parents for Peaca mesting at the Unitarian Church 
Northampton, 7 30pm More informat 
Kop! 586-6126 


Vwy Collective and editonal meeting. HCAC State 
St. Northampton 7 pm 


an from Linda 


Wednesday, September 9 


“Instructional Issues and the Curriculum,” the first 
at two courses offered in an on-site, In-Service for 
secondary Sschooi teachers. wiil oe held at the 
Greenteid High Schuns. Regstration for the teacher 
educatian program wil be from 2:30 104 20p.m For 
further iaformatron contact the coordinator, Verna 
Tacien at the Schoo of Education, UMass Amberst 
545-1570 

GI. BLUES (1960) Forbes Library. Northampton 7 
pm Free 

Auditions for the musical comedy, THE BOY 
FRIEND, are September 9 and 10 at 730 pmo 
Sage 2 and Sept 11 fram 4-6 pm on Theatre 14 
Audion requirements are to come preparedtos nga 
savpsa tamed voice 15 not necessary. bul one must 
be wan) ta sing, to wear comfortable glothes, to be 
aa te Move to wearaoe make-up and to be prepared 
tostiy fortwo nours. There are refes tor 14 wamen 
Uamacks are Sept 16 at 7230 pm in Theatre 14 
Tanetta Selaris the duector Performan e dates we 
der 496 10 17 and 12 


ThursJay, September 10 


Anger Workshop -- 8-week program 
Thursdays from 7-10 pom. in Northamptan. Infor- 
mation and registration from Rosemary Chnstoph at 
§82-1000. Irave message. 

Common Womon Dance at the Polish Home. Pearl 
St. Northampton. 9-12 pm Donation All women 
wetcume OJ Mary V. 


FridJay, September 11 


“Different Places, Different Peopte a short film 
directed and produced by Daniel Keller about a New 
Hampshire farm for mentally retarded people, wul be 
aed an Channel 57, “VGBY- TV The showing ts part 
of a series Alternate Images featuring | Green 
Mountain Post {itms in its 10-11 time slot 
A Pro-Choice Party/Funeraiser to benefit STOP THE 
HUMAN LIFE AMENDMENT campaign, at the Grace 
Episcopal Church Parish Hail in Amherst Good 
dancing music by DJ Faye. Beer, wine & non- 
alcoahoke beverages, Area groups invited to set up 
infounation tables to fighe far reproductive freedom 
8pm ta oud-might. $2 tickets atthe doororat Logos. 
Broadside, Womontyre, Proceeds to Mass. NARAL 
(MORAL) and to Western Mass Coalition for 
Reproductive Freedom Info call Feminist Works: 
Loume 586-2218. 
Open House at Inner Ear Studio, 25 Main St. 
Northampton info & demo tor classes in voice. 
movement. and Whole Body Technique. 7-9 p.m 


Saturday, September 12 


Clean-up Wecken : at Common Womon for fall re-- 
opening. Contact Karen 545-2038. Watch for pub- 
licity about re-opening date later this month. 
Womancraft Day-Long Workshop, 10-5 p.m. in 
Northampton with Jean-Janani Erlbaum. Cail 584- 
1000 or 773-9744. 

VWYV Gala Ball. Red Barn at Hampshire College. 8 
p.m. See back page. 

_Peaple's Fair. Tag sale, food sale. games, clowns, 
balloons, puppet shows, magic shows, gospel 
singing. barate demonstration and much more. Bangs 
Center. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sponsored by Che-Lumumba 
School. Venceremos Brigade, Everywoman's Center. 


Sunday, September 13 


Pioneer Valley War Tax Resisters meeting for 
people interested in joining, or with questions about 
war tax resistance, 324 Leverett Rd.. Leverett. 549- 
"6982. Further infogmation from Erin Freed at Food For 
Thought, Amherst, 253-5432. 

Lui Collins at Iron Horse. Northampton. 


Monday, September 14 


Women's Pentagon Action Planning meeting. 7:30 
Bm. See posters for further info. 


Tuesday, September 15 


Thir : Worl i Women’s Program in conjunction with 


More Announcements 


Anthology on Alcoholism 

Katharyn Machan Aal (editor of Rapunzel, Ra- 
punzef\ seeks short stories, poems, personal essays. 
and journal excerpts for an anthology on alcoholism, 
With a teenaged audience in mind. She is particularly 
interested in material dealing with the relationships 
Detween teenagers and their alcoholic parents, but 
other approaches to the theme will be considered. 
Deadiine: September 15, 1981. Enclose a stamped, 
Seit-addressed envelope for the return of material. 
Send work to: Katharyn Machan Aal, “Rabbits West” 
Apt 2-S, 932¥4 Judson Ave. Evanston, IL 60202. 


EWC Internships 

* Everywaman's Center at UMass has a number of 
'nternships and field placements for credit or work 
€xPerence available to women interested in com- 
mitting atleast 8-10 hours.each week fora semester. 


meets 
. 


Calendar 


ISIS presents the video. 

pm., Campus Center Roam 901-08. Childcare will be 
available. Call Everywoman’s Center for arrange- 
ments. Contact Panna Putnam. 

Intro ‘uctory Karate Class for Women with Valley 
Women's Martial Arts. 10 weeks Tues. & Thurs. 5:30- 
7 p.m at White Cat Space. 2nd floor Tharne’s Market. 
Northampton Contact Beth 584-4495. On-going 
classes at Valley Women’s Martial Arts in Springfteld. 
For information cali 732-8118. 

Dea:line for submissions to the anthology on 
alcoholism. See announcements. 

“Critical Issues in the Work of Secon:tary School 
Teachers,” the second course offering of the teacher 
education program begins at the Greenfield High 
School. See Sept. 9. 

Deux Fois -- an unfinishe 1 liary. Film by director 
Jackie Raynal with a personal appearance. One day 
only. 7 & 9 p.m. Pleasant St. Theater, Northampton. 


Wednesday, September 16 


TIME MACHINE (1960) Forbes Library free film. 7 
p.m. 
Julia Burroughs at the Iron Horse, Northampton. 


Saturday, September 19 


Labor Soli tarity Day March in Washington. 0.C. See 
announcements. 


Sunday, September 20 


Women Out ‘oors Walk at Hammonasset State Park 
and Beach. Meet in Springfield at Jackie Sperry‘s. 
10 am. Phone 732-4028. 

Panel on Women’s Health Issues co-sponsored by 
Isis reproductive rights group and Casa Latina. Details 
to be announced. Contact Dierdre at 665-3959. 
“A Chorus Line” opens the Fine Arts Center Concert 
Hall offerings for the fall. Matinee at 3:30 p.m., 
evening show at 8 p.m., UMass, Amherst 
Witches’ Thanksgiving -- Equinox Celebration for 
women and their children at Chrysalis Theater, 25 


Main St.. Northampton. 7-9 p.m. Further information | 


586-5517. 


Work Incentive Program participants may want to 
consider applying under the Work Experience pro- 


gram. ; , 
The Public Relations/Outreach Program is seeking 


volunteers interested in acquiring and/or sharing * 


skills in mass communication, public speaking. 
making and distributing publicity packages. The first 
meeting will be Sept. 29. 7-8:30 pm at EWC. Contact 
Aquila Ayana. 

Internships in non-profit fiscal management will 
cover EWC. An informational meeting for both 
budget planning, and bookkeeping. Previous ex- 
perience is desirable but not necessary. Training will 
be provided. Application deadline is Sept. 19. 

O'Donnell. 
Stina eRE = Task Force is seeking volun- 
teers and interns to assist in identifying and Ua 
needs of working women through advocacy, In i 
mation sharing, and educating. issues to be “a 
dressed are discrimiation in employment, flexi : 
hours and job-sharing options, daycare, ees Abie 
health and safety. workplace organizing. and secua 
harassment in the workplace. Application deadline is 


‘ Mary McCaslin an! Jim Ringer ‘at the Iron Horse, 


Northampton. 
Sweet Honey in the Rock J.M. Greene Hall, Smith 
College. 2 p.m. Childcare by arrangement. 


Monday, September 21 


Workshop on Feminism an: Ecology. See an- 
nouncements, 


Tuesday, September 22 


Valley Women’s Voice Open House an: Pot Luck 
Supper at HCAC, 218 State St. Northampton. 5-7 
p.m. followed by an editorial meeting at 7 p.m. 
Deadline for articles for October issue. 


Wednesday, September 23 


ANIMAL FARM (1955) Forbes Library free film. 7 
p.m. 
Bev Rohler at the lron Horse, Northampton. 


Thursday, September 24 


Unlearning Racism: a 6-week workshop series 
facilitated by Dr. Joan Lester, meets on Thursdays, 7- 
9:15 p.m. in Amherst. Call Joan Lester at 256-6902 
for info & registration. 

“Working Women -- Designs for Workplace 
Health” conference sponsored by the Women's 
Occupational Health Resource Center. 10 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m., New York. See announcements. 
Womancraft | course with Jean-Janani Erlbaum 
running 10 weeks, Thursday afternoons in Amherst. 
Call 584-1000 or 773-9744. 


Friday, September 25 


“Save the Planet,”’ a short film montage -- history of 
the atomic age distributed by Green Mountain Post 
Films, will air from 10-11 p.m. over Channel 57 
WGBY- TV. See Sept. 11. 


Thir : Worl-! Women's Program planning meeting 


the end of Sept. Contact Myra Hindus. 

Training for people interested in- becoming 
Counselor/Advacates or Educator/Advocates A- 
gainst Violence Against Women will be available 
through WEC. An informational meeting for both 
programs will be held Thurs. Sept. 17 at7 pm. inroom 
803 of the Campus Center. For more info. and to 
arrange for childcare contact Marta Tapia or Cathy 
Roach. 

The Poor Women’s Task Force has two projects 
that could be used for internships/work experience. 
One involves preparing a packet/pamphlet of in- 
formation useful to low-income women new to the 
area,, The other involves doing childcare advocacy 
work at the University and in the community. Contact 
Mary Wentworth. 

Finally, internships in the area of Resources/Re- 
ferrals are open. Contact Ruth Fessenden. 


EWC Counseling Practicum 

A limited number of graduate and undergraduate 
positions are open in the counseling program for the 
1981-82 school year. Responsibilities include coun- 
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for Women’s Conference on Latin America and U.S. 6 
p.m. at Everywoman's Center, UMass. Amherst. Bring 


dinner. 


Friday, September 26 


New Haven TAKE BACK THE NIGHT March will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. meeting at the New Haven Green 
(Rain date. Sept 27). This is the 3rd held in New 
Haven, and ts coordinated with National Take Back 
the Night Week. Fundraising and support are needed 
Further information from Maureen Connelly at the 
New Haven Women’s Center, (203) 436-0645. 
Anger Marathon 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. in Northampton. 
Explore ways of dealing with anger creatively and 
constructively. For information and to register 
contact Rosemary Christoph at 584-1000. leave 
message. 

VWV tea-dline for announcements an: calen ‘ar 
events. 

Benefit Tag Sale for Inner Ear Stu-tio. 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Please bring donations Friday 7-9 pm. 


Sunday, September 27 


Walkathon for the ERA. a10 mile walk to raise funds 
for the national ERA campaign, begins at 12:30 at 
Court Square in Springfield. Further information 
available from Greater Springfield National Or- 
ganization for Women, P.O. Box 1312. Springfield, 
Ma. 01101 or call 586-5620 or 267-5171. 
Beginning ‘rawing class for women of all ages and 
children 8-12 years starts today, 12-1:30 p.m. and 
runs for twelve weeks. Another 12-week class for 
women intereted in life drawing will be conducted 
from 2-5 p.m. Contact Kaymarion. 586-5514. 


Monday, September 28 


O ‘ctta an: Betsy Rose an : Cathy Winter at the Iron 
Horse. 


Tuesday, September 29 


VWY a ivertising meeting at HCAC, 218 State St, 
Northampton. 6 p.m. Editorial meeting at 7 p.m. 
Deadline for photos and graphics. 


Wednesday, September 30 


VWV acivertising pro ‘uction at SCERA offices, 
Stu ‘ent Union, UMass. Call Patty for :etails, 527- 
9696. 

CYRANO DE BERGERAC (1950) Forbes Library free 
film 7 p.m. 

Primal Fear -- a film on rape by Anne-Claire Poirier 
starts tonight. Pleasant St. Theater, Northampton. 


Thursday, October 1 


ISIS repro :uctive rights group open meeting at 7 
p.m. Bangs Community Center, Amherst. 


Saturday, October 3 


Women an:! Chil tren’s Run for Peace, sponsored by 
Women for Survival, 1 p.m. 2-3 mile route in 
Northampton. Date and time are tentative so cantact 
Satch or Marguerite 268-3142 for further info. 
Duke Ellington Series: presents Fre-t-lie Hubbari at 
the Fine Arts Center Concert Hall. 8 p.m. UMass., 
Amherst. P 

“A Dance Me.ticine Symposium’ will be held today 
and tomorrow at Smith College and UMass. Re- 
gistration required through Dance Symposium. Div. 
of Continuing of Education. UMass. 


Sunday, Octobe 


VWYV e ‘itorial pro ‘uction at SCERA offices. Stuaent 
Union. UMass. Call Foby for details 586-6218. 


Monday, October 5 


Womancratt If course with Jean-Janani Erlbaum for 
women who hve done basic course. 9 weeks, 


Monday evenings in Greenfield. Call 584-1000 or 
773-9744. 


Saturday, October 31 


Cape Co : Conference on Feminism 8:30 a.m. to 11 
p.m. See announcements. 


seling third world women, poor women,. older wom- 
en, and lesbians. Counseling interns will participate 
in feminist counseling training programs, carry acase 
ioad, receive group and individual supervision, as 
well as be available for walk-in counseling. The 
graduate practicum will be 20 hours each week, 
while the undergraduate practicum will be 11 hours 
per week. Deadline for applications is Mon. Sept. 14. 


EWC Counseling Services 

The counseling program at the Everywoman’s: 
Center, Wilder Hall, at UMass offers free personal 
counseling service for Third World women. poor 
women, older women, lesbians, single parent women 
and couples, Walk-in hours are scheduled daily for 
women at their convenience. Regular appointments 
with a counselor can be scheduled to begin within a 
week to 10 days of the initial walk-in visit. Every- 
woman's Center also maintains a comprehensive list 
of feminist therapists working in the area, and can 
make referrals when desired. For further info. ar to 
make an appointment contact Everywaman’'s Cen- 
ter at 545-0883. 


SECOND 
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CHILDCARE AVAILABLE--- 
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